Biodiversity Policy

BACKGROUND

In accordance with the duty imposed on town and parish councils by Section 40 of the Natural
Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006, updated by Section 102 of the Environment Act 2021,
Ampney Crucis Parish Council (hereinafter referred to as the Council) which has any functions
exercisable in relation to England must from time to time consider what action the authority can
properly take, consistently with the proper exercise of its functions, to further the general
biodiversity objective.

This duty also means that town and parish councils can spend funds in conserving biodiversity.

DEFINITION

According to Defra (Biodiversity 2020), biodiversity is the variety of all life on Earth. It includes all
species of animals and plants — everything that is alive on our planet.

Biodiversity is important for its own sake and has its own intrinsic value. A number of studies have
shown this value also goes further. Biodiversity is the building block of our ‘ecosystems’ that in turn
provide us with a wide range of goods and services that support our economic and social wellbeing.
These include essentials such as food, fresh water and clean air, but also less obvious services such as
protection from natural disasters, regulation of our climate, and purification of our water or
pollination of our crops. Biodiversity also provides important cultural services, enriching our lives.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

The object of this policy is to work towards conserving and enhancing the biodiversity of the
Council’s area.

The Council will consider sustainability, environmental impact and biodiversity when making
decisions and will develop and implement policies and strategies as required.

In particular, the Council will aim to improve the biodiversity of the area in the following ways:
e consider the potential impact on biodiversity represented by planning applications.

e manage its land and property using environmentally friendly practices that will promote
biodiversity.

e support local businesses and council operations in the adoption of low impact / nature
positive practices.

e encourage and support other organisations within the parish / town to manage their areas of
responsibility with biodiversity in mind.

e support residents and local organisation activities to enhance and promote biodiversity.



ACTIONS

Planning applications

The Council will:

when commenting on planning applications, support site and building design that benefits
biodiversity through the conservation and integration of existing habitats or provision of new
habitats.

support protection of sensitive habitats from development and will consider whether the
development would mean the loss of important habitats for wildlife in respect of all
applications.

consider what each proposed development might make in terms of biodiversity net gain.

Land and property management

The Council will:

carry out a biodiversity audit of its landholdings.

consider the conservation and promotion of local biodiversity with regard to the
management of its open spaces. This will include adopting beneficial practices with regarding
to cutting and removal of vegetation, application of chemicals and timing of maintenance
work, paying attention to the Government’s regulations for plant protection products.

take special care in the specification of grounds maintenance contracts to ensure that the
work, whilst reaching acceptable standards, does not harm the natural environment.

source sustainable materials when procuring supplies for the Council’s use

consider biodiversity issues and the implementation of changes when managing its buildings.

Local community

The Council will:

where feasible, involve the community in biodiversity projects on its land.

Partners

The Council will work in partnership with other organisations to protect, promote and enhance
biodiversity within the council area.

MONITORING

This policy was adopted on 8" February 2024 (Minute reference 088 23/24) and will be reviewed
each year. A summary of how the policy has been implemented will be published annually, with
reference to the original biodiversity audit to show progress.



Biodiversity Audit

Ampney Crucis sits partly within a Conservation Area. There are no Sites of Special Scientific Interest or internationally designated sites within the village.
The majority of the village is unlit by street lighting and this contributes to its special character and the value of the area for nocturnal wildlife.

Council Managed Areas

Site / Asset

Description and Points of interest

Current
Management

Opportunities

Burial Ground

e mature trees, grass & shrubs

Mowing and tree
maintenance as
necessary

e introduction of more pollinator-friendly flowers in borders/hedges

Garden

Playground e grass Mowing and hedge e introduction of more pollinator-friendly flowers in borders/hedges
maintenance as
necessary
Verges e grass Mowing o wildflower seeding to promote pollinators and maximise
biodiversity.
e Support and promote litter picking efforts.
War Memorial e Grass and flower borders Mowing e Introduce more flowering plants to borders and beds

Non-Council Managed Areas

pedunculate oak and ash.

e Habitat of Principal Importance

(under the NERC Act).

Site / Asset Description and Points of interest Responsibility | Opportunities

Hedgerows e  Mixture of hazel, field maple, box, various e Encourage owners to adopt maintenance practices that promote
priority hawthorn, yew and blackthorn with biodiversity such as: reduced cutting to allow fruit and nuts to
habitat some trees including horse chestnut, set and remain over winter for wildlife




Church and e grass Church of e Surveys to obtain greater understanding of existing
churchyard e Yew trees / bushes England biodiversity interest of church and churchyard.
e Church itself of likely value to roosting
bats and nesting birds.
School e 3 forest school area Ampney Support the school with their ongoing wildlife conservation and
e small orchard including a bug hotel Crucis CofE biodiversity activities.
School
Private Many private properties within Ampney Crucis | various Work with the community to promote an understanding and
properties and | collectively contribute to the biodiversity appreciation of the wildlife and species present within the
rural land value of the village. village. For example: through encouraging people to contribute
records to our Local Biodiversity Records Centre (Gloucestershire
Hedgehog, also an SPI, are also present in Environmental Records Centre) or participate in other voluntary
parts of the village. Hedgehogs are in decline surveys.
nationwide due in large part to fragmentation Support local efforts targeting increased biodiversity. For
to habitat. example: A Hedgehog champion
Dark Sky e \Very little street lighting is present in Various Considering impact of light pollution (from uplighters or similar)

the village
e Limited external house lighting

when assessing planning applications.




