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Pioneer E Arkell  117413. 
 

6th Labour Battalion R.E., 3rd Section. 
 
Enlisted September 3rd 1915  B.E.F. 
 
French work 5 months behind fighting line in 
France, repairing roads etc 
 
Attached to 48th Division, June 1916.  
 
Had Pneumonia. and went to hospital in 
Rouen then to Coutts Hospital, Grosvenor 
Square then to Hampstead Heath. 
 
Discharged August 1916 
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Corporal Albert Ash  33035 
  

Enlisted 1916.     
 
9 Company R.G.A.Gibralter 1910 
 
Volunteered for the front, but rejected because of 
sight. 
 
Rank was Sergeant.   
 
Came to England June 1918 
 
Lived at No 2 Durncourt Cottages 
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Seaman Harry Ayres  R 596 
 

Enlisted January 1917.   
 
Went to France April 1917. 

 
Wounded by shrapnel August 1917 In Rouen 
Hospital. Sent to England.  

 
Back to France November 1917. 
 
Wounded in offensive in back and side 23rd 
March 1918, In hospital. 
 
Discharged March 1919. 
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Private Sidney Barnfield  3004 
 
7th Battalion Glosters 
 
Badly wounded in France August 21st 1917 
Died soon after he was admitted to hospital. 
 
Buried in Branborough Cemetery 

 

Sister lived at Wych Elm, Ampney Crucis 
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Corporal Wilfred Barton  1887 
Royal Gloucestershire Hussars Yeomanry 
 
Went to Egypt April 1915.  On to Dardanelles  
as infantry August 16th 1915.   
 
Fell, wounded twice in the battle after Suvla Bay August 
21st 1915. 
 
Buried behind trenches. 
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Private Christopher Bowles  R.F.C. 
 
Flowesdown? Camp, Winchester 1918 
 
Lived at The Lakes, Ampney Crucis 
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H? Bowles 754  
 

Army Vet Corps 
 
Transferred to R.G.A. 
 
Gunner 2/1 Wessex Hampshire 
 
Demobilised 1919 
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Private Thomas Cleevely 21195 
 

Enlisted 7th Gloucester Regiment. 
 
Went to Serbia, was frostbitten and sent to P.H.D. 
Hospital, Egypt. 
 
Arrived in England March 1916 
 
2nd Western General Hospital, Manchester.  
 
Discharged July 1916. 
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Private William Cleevely  19157 
 

10th Battalion Worcester Regiment. 
 
Enlisted went to front in France.  
 
Had Pleurisy.  
 
Lance Corporal 1916. 
 
Wounded in head July 1917 France. 
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Gunner Ernest Cooper – 61238 
 

“B” Company, B. Siege Depot R.G.A.  
(Royal Garrison Artillery). 
 
Enlisted November 1915. 
 
Sailed for France 9th February 1916. Was at 
Thiepval and Courbles 16th July 1916 
 
Died of wounds in France 4th August 1918. 
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Private H A Cooper  252464 
 
 

102 Canadian Regiment,  France 
 
Wounded in leg at Irmy Ridge April 1917 
 
Sent to Queen Mary’s Hospital, Wholley,Lancashire.   
 
Back in France August 1917 
 
Severely wounded in stomach November 1917. Sent to 
Box Hospital, then to Oxford, then to Epsom 1918 
 
Discharged November 1918 
 
Lived at 7 Ampney Crucis 
 
Worked for Sir Frederick Cripps as Groom. 
  



Ampney Crucis Veterans 1914 - 1918 

15 

 

Captain F.W.B. Cripps late RRRC 
 

 
 
In Royal Glos Hussars Yeomanry April 1915 as Staff Captain.  
 
December 11th 1916 joined 61st Divisional Artillery in France.   
 
Staff Captain in camp behind Broune?  
March 1917 occupied country near St Quentice on retreat of enemy.  
Went near Arras May 1917 Ypres to Cambrai.   
After German push March 23rd 1918.   
Artillery retreated April 1918 near St Quentice.   
In  autumn of 1918 was in the great advance of the line, near Cambrai.   
Occupied area of France near Doultens Xmas 1918. 
Demobolised February 1919. 
Given the D.S.O. January 1st 1919 

 

Lived at Ampney Park 
Donated the Village Hall to the village 
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2nd  Lieutenant E T Cripps  

 
 

Commissioned 1914 in Royal Gloucester Hussars Yeomanry at Gloucester, Newbury, Cromer 
and Hunstanton. To Alexandria April 9th  1915.  August 15th 1915 to Dardonelles Battle of 
Anafarta. August 21st  in trenches .  Had dysentery in hospital at Alexandria.  Arrived November 
6th 1915 at Southampton ill.   Joined regiment at Alexandria July 15th 1916.  Went at once to 
desert in Sinai  Peninsula.  Was through Romani battle Aug 4th and followed on several miles 
in desert, won great victory over Turks.  Was in the force that took El Arish and subsequent 
fighting December 20th 1916. Battle of Raffa? January 9th 1917. Back in cavalry charge and 
then as infantry with bayonets.  Great victory. 1st Battle Gaza April 26th 1917,  2nd  Company 
May 19th 1917. Daily encounters with Turks, west of Beersheba Summer 1917. Home with 
septic sores, went back October 1917. Was in further advances fighting in Palestine at the 
taking  Beersheba November 1st 1917. and after fighting in Judean hills, Crossed Jordan and 
was at the of Es-Sal 
 
April 30th 1918.  Promoted captain to date from June 1916.  Summer 1918 in Valley of the 
Jordan. September 1918 ADC to General Sir P Chetwode. Followed up Turks retreating.  
Given the M.C. January 1st 1919. 
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Private Archie Day  21086 
 
Enlisted November 1915, 5th Wiltshire Regt. 
 
Sailed for Egypt.  
 
Went to Mesopotamia, April 9th 1916  
 
Severely wounded in Mesopotamia in 
stomach and taken to Bombay, out of danger 
May 9th 1916.   
 
Hospital Cairo June 1916.   
 
Back to Regiment August 1916.   
.  
Had Sunstroke and Heart Attack in 
Mesopotamia June and July 1917. 
  
Hospital Bombay December 1917 
 
April 1918 Mesopotamia. 
 
England 1919  
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Driver E J Day  87251 R.F.A. 
 

45 Reserve Battery.   
 
Enlisted April 1915. 
 
Went to France October 1915.   
 
Bombardier in 40th Brigade, 3rd Division 1917. 
 
Fighting in France.  
 
Won Military Medal. 
 
In Army of Occupation at Mureu 1918 & 1919. 
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Private Frank Day 9591 
 

1st Gloucestershire Regiment.  
 
 
Wounded August 25th 1914 at Mons in the retreat.  
 
Picked up by enemy, nursed at Laudredes, had 
Tetanus and Pneumonia and Pleuresy.  
 
Exchanged prisoner February  
1915 and sent to Millbank  
Hospital, then to King George Hospital London.  
 
Leg amputated 26th August 1915.  
 
Auxilliary Hospital at Pavilion Hospital, Brighton, 
August 1916. 
 
Discharged October 1916 
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Sergeant J Doran  13550 
  
Royal Marine Light Infantry   
 
HMS Warrior 
 
In Dardanelles from August to  
November 1914; 
 
In Battle of Autivan, then in North Sea.   
 
Made Sergeant October 21st 1915.   
 
Sailed for Salonika February 1916  
In RMLI Naval Division, Eastern Med 
Squadron.   
 
1916 in France in the trenches.   
 
Fell at Greuay? July 21st 1916 
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Private William Doran 20372 
 

B Company D 2 R.M.S  
 
Enlisted November 1915. 
 
Sailed for Salonika December 11th  
1916. 
 
Placed in Army and went to Madras. 
 
Was in 3rd R.M. Battalion. 
 
Sadly, committed Suicide. 
 
Lived with his sister Mrs Fergusson 
 at Pound Tree 
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Private Jack Edwards 26534 
 
‘A’ Company  3rd Battalion  Gloucester 
Regiment 
 
Enlisted  February 1916 
 
Promoted Corporal 10th Gloucesters. 
 
Went to France July 23rd 1916 
 
Fell at Peronne March 16th 1917 

 

Father a blacksmith. Lived at Old Post Office 
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Private George Frost  74800 
 
L Company  R.A.M.C. 
 
At Sling Camp, Salisbury 
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Private Albert Geeves 
 

4th Battalion Grenadier Guards 
 

Wounded twice in France November 
1914. 
 
Second time at Armentiėres October 
1915 
 
February 1916 in hospital Altrincham 
Cheshire then in Manchester. 
 
Demobilised 1917 
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Private Frank Geeves 
 

 
4th Gloster Regiment June 1918 
 
To France in October 1918. 
 
In Red Cross American Hospital at Calais.   
 
Died of pneumonia October 29th 1918 
 
 

Private Wilfred Geeves 
 

 No picture available 

 

1st Battalion Grenadier Guards, 
 
7th Division B.E.F.   
 
Wounded in hand in trenches 1915.   
 
In hospital, Reading then Epsom 1916.  
 
April 1917 went to France.  
 
Through the Great Push March 20th 1918 
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Private E Goodall 26533 (Left) 
 
R Company 3rd Gloucesters 
 
Enlisted February 1916. 
 
France June 1916 
Hit by asphyxiating bomb in France July 
1916. Buried in trench, dug out and taken to 
hospital 1917.  
 
In Salonika Force January 1917. 
 
Sent home invalided January 1919 
 
Demobilised 1919  
 
(Lived at 39 Ampney Crucis) 
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Private H Greening  2045 
 
Enlisted 1915  3/6  Royal Sussex 
 
6 weeks in Purfleet Hospital. Then sailed for 
India July 1916.   
 
Went to Bangalore and then to Rawalpindi.   
 
Was in border raid against  (Blank) in April 1917. 
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Lance Corporal Hubert Hard 2842 
 

R.A.M.C. 28th Division B.M.E.F. 1915 and in 
Salonika Force end of 1916. 
 
Gained the Meritorious Medal as Stretcher 
Bearer. 
 
Discharged 1919 
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Sergeant Major J Hard 470  R.E 
 

110th Company Railway, B.E.F.  
 
France December 1915.    
 
4 Years in France. 
 
22 Years in Army. 
 
Discharged 1919 
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Staff Sergeant Major Thomas Hard 
 
Pay Office York, then Pay Office  at Warley, 
Essex. 
 
21 Years in Army, taken on for 5 years more 
1919 
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Gunner W Hard 5888 
 

52 Company R.G.A.  
 
Coluboa, Bombay. 
 
Came to England.   
 
Went to France August 1917,  
 
Promoted to sergeant.   
 
16 years in India 
 
1919 House Service 
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Private Albert Hayward 
 

Called up June 15th 1918. R.A.M.C. 
 
To Blackpool, then to Dover. 
 
Demobilised February 1919 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Ampney Crucis Veterans 1914 - 1918 

33 

 

 

Private Frank Herbert 
 
HMS  Albion  
 
Salonika March 1916.   
 
Later went to Russia, also New York and 
Baltimore February & March 1917. 
 
Served on defensively armoured Merchant 
vessels from Dec.5th 1916  to May 19th 1919. 
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Battery Sergeant Major L Hodges  R.F.A. (right) 
Gunner Frank Holder  119018 
 

Fighting in France in great push during Summer 
1917.   
 
In Italy December 1917. 
 
102 Brigade BEF Italy 1918.   
 
Was ill in France with Pneumonia. 
 
Discharged April 1919. 
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Driver Sidney Holder  
9th Norfolk 

 

Attached A.S.C.  Advanced H.T.D. 
France July 1917.  
 
Wounded in arm May 1918.  
 
War Hospital, Stafford. 
 
April 1919 – Chiseldon 
 
Family used to own a Farm. 
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Trooper William Humphries   1187 
 

11th Light Horse Regiment 4th Brigade 
 
Base Records Egypt.   
 
Went to Astrium. 
 
Horse killed under him June 1917 
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Private Cecil Humphries 24. 

 
1st Gloucesters  B Company 
 
Wounded Ypres first battle October 8th 1914 and 
missing since.   
 
War Office reported dead in 1916. 
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Corporal Michael Kenneally 
 

A.V.C 
 
At the AV Hospital, Romsey February 1916 
 
Sergeant – Hounslow 1918 
 
Discharged March 1919 
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Private William Wheeler S4/145551 

 
A.S.C. 
 

Enlisted November 1915 
 
April 1916 

 

No 2 Field Bakery, France.  At the front 1917 and 
1918.   
 

Transferred 1917 from A.S.C. to 16th Battalion Rifle 
Brigade in France.  
 

 

Discharged 1919.  
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Private John Keylock 3490 
 
5th Gloucester Regiment. 
 
Lance Corporal in 1916 Walton-on-the-Naze 
 
Discharged 1919 
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Trooper Bert Large  2129 
 

Royal Glos Hussars Yeomanry. 
 
Egypt April 1915.   
 
In fight in Dardanelles. Suvla Bay August 21st 
1915. 
 
Went to Egypt in 1916, then in Sinai Peninsular.   
In Romani Battle, fighting about El Arish 1916.  
 
Battles,  Rafah Jan 9 1917, 
  Gaza April 26th 1917,  

2nd at Gaza May 19th 1917. 
 
Daily encounters with Turks West Barsheba 
Summer 1917, in taking of Barsheba November 
1st 1917. 
 
In much fighting in March and April 1918, across 
Jordan. 
 
Demobilised 1919 
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Rifleman Ernest Large  11248 
 
2nd Battalion Rifle Brigade,  enlisted  
February 1915. 
 
September 25th Bridouse? Loos.   
 
 In hospital France, with pneumonia and pleurisy 
then in hospitals at Birmingham and Coventry.   
 
 Went back to Winchester May 1916 
 
 1917 1st Battalion Rifle Brigade. 
 
 B.E.F. France 1918.  Still in France T.M.B. ? 
 
 Demobilised 1919 
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Corporal Frank Large  8383 
 

1st Gloucestershire Regiment.   
 
 Went to France August 1914. 
 
 Fell at Fromelle?, May 9th  1915 
 
 Buried at Bethune 
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Private Jesse Large  2027 
 
Enlisted February 1917.   
 
Machine Gun Corps, after working in munitions.   
 
In Egypt 1918. 
 
In Nablous in great advance 
 
Palestine September 1918. 
 
Egypt 1919 
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Private Frederick Larner  10841 
 

C Company 1st Battalion Welsh Fusiliers. 
 
At the battle of Aisree? October 21st 1914. 
 
Reported missing.   
 
War Office notice of death Spring 1916 
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Private G Larner  23608 
 
“I” Company 3rd Gloucesters. 
 
Guarding explosives at Cliffe-on-Hoo. 
 
1916 at Bristol, then in Ireland and discharged 
January 1919 
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Private Tom Launchbury 
 
May 10th 1918 Salisbury Plain then to Cromer.   
 
February 1919 to Army of Occupation, 
Germany 
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Colonel Rex Leyland 
 

 
2nd Battalion Rifle Brigade 
 
At War Office November 1914.  
 
Grantham on M.G.C. Staff Dec 1915. 
 
To G.H.2 as D.A.A.G. to the M.G.C. April 1917 
 
June 28th 1918 took command of 2nd Battalion Rifle Brigade.   
 
Fell in front lines September 24th 1918 between Arras and Leus?  
 
Buried in Rocklin Court Cemetery 
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Private John Lock  16341 
 
Enlisted December 1914 3rd Gloucestershire 
Regiment. 
 
Wounded October 8th 1915 at Loos by shell.   
 
In hospital in France, then at Fishponds, 
Bristol. 
 
1916 quartered at Gravesend. 
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Gunner Arthur Messenger 226457 
 
Enlisted March 1917.  R.F.A. 
 
1918 in Barra Mesopotamia till 1919. 
 
Demobilised 1919 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Ampney Crucis Veterans 1914 - 1918 

51 

 

 

Private Ernest Messenger  19544 
 
Enlisted April 1915 - 5th Wiltshire Regiment. 
 
Sailed for Egypt, then Mesopotamia, to 
Rawalpindi for operations April 26th 1916. 
 
Had Cholera in Isolation Camp.  Sent to 
Amara, Mesopotamia. Later to Bombay 
Hospital and when better to Deolali 
December 1916, then to Bareilly, February 
1917 and to Kirkee December 1917 till 1919.  
 
Demobbed in England 1919 
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Gunner William Messenger 33040 
 

97 Company R.G.A. Simons Town, South Africa. 
 
Sergeant August 1916.  174th Siege Battalion, 
R.G.A. at Aldershot.  
 
Went to France and was wounded by shrapnel 
May 29th 1917.   
 
Sent to Northern General Hospital, Lincoln.   
 
December 1917 in B.E.F. France till 1919.   
 
Quarter Master Sergeant in the  
Reserve.  
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Sapper Lewis Nutting 48874 

 
 

Enlisted 1914 31st Brigade  10th Division B.M.E.F. 
 
On Gallipoli Peninsula August 1915 to October 1915.   
 
Suvla Bay August 6th, left September 30th and went to Leumons 
October 1st.  Marched up with British Force from Salonika  (November 13th ) to firing line in 
Serbia.  Joined in retreat to Greek frontier.   
 
Invalided dysentery December 17th in hospital P.H.D.  
Sent to England Jan. 28th 1916 to Reading Hospital.   
Joined again April 3rd 1916 at Newark.  
Corporal July 1916. Sailed for Egypt on December 11th 1916.  Landed at  Alexandria. Went to 
Palestine September 1917 on lines of communication. 
Demobolised January 1919. 
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Private Wilfred Nutting  
 

Enlisted Autumn 1916  
 
1917 39th Company A Corps 
 
Base depot, Alexandria. 
 

Lived at No 5 Durncourt Cottages. 
 

  



Ampney Crucis Veterans 1914 - 1918 

55 

 

Private W Painter   3519 
 
5th Glosters  
 
Called to the colours. 
 
Guarded railways and bridges in England. 
 
Discharged on account of health June 1916. 
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Private Bert Poole 88 
 

1st Wessex Division  A Detachment C, 
 
In 1918 working on farm in England. 
 
Demobilised 1919. 
 
(Member of Old Village Family) 
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Private Dick Poole 
 

No picture available  
 
3rd Worcestershire Regiment. 
In great push in France March 1918. 
Supposed to have fallen at Cambrai  March 27th 1918 
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Private Frank Poole 
 
1st Gloster Regiment 
Frostbitten  December 23rd 1914 after 5-days 
lying out after La Bassėe he remained with a 
wounded officer.  
 
Left foot amputated and toe off  
right foot. 
 
Discharged June 1915 
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Sergeant H Poole  9603 
 

1st Gloucester Regiment 
 
Wounded at La Bassée December 21st 1914.  
 
Promoted Company Quarter-Master-Sergeant. 
 
1916 10th Somerset Regt.   
 
In Dublin 1917 and 1918.   
 
Hounslow 1919 
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Private H Puffitt 417081 
 

Enlisted 1915. Gloster Regiment. 
 
In trenches Arras, France.   
 
December 1916 in hospital then back to  the 
front.  
 
In 14th Gloucestershires guarding prisoners-
of-war.   
 
France August 1918. 
 
Discharged March 1919. 
 
Family lived at Hilcot End 
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Private A W Ricketts 
 
1/8 Worcesters October 1916 
 
In France, then to Italy December  
1916. 
 
Returned to France, wounded October 5th 
1918. 
 
Discharged January 1919 
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Private John Russell 8404   
 

D Company  1st Gloucesters. 
 

Recalled to the Colours August 4th 1914.   
 

Arrived in France August 15th and was at 
Mons in the retreat.   

 
Received severe injury to the spine August 
29th and was invalided to England. 
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Private Charles Smith  10119 
 
1st Battalion Gloucester Regiment. 
 
Wounded and missing October 1915,   
heard of November 23rd 1915 as prisoner of 
war at Jugoldstadt, Bavaria.  
 
Sent to Palace Hotel, Mǖrren,Switzerland 
August 1916 owing to serious wound in his 
head.  
 
Sent home August 1917. 
 
Discharged April 1918 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

  



Ampney Crucis Veterans 1914 - 1918 

64 

 

Sergeant W Smith   
 
December 1915 V.A.D. Hospital, 
Berkhamstead.   
 
January 1916 Milton Barracks, Gravesend. 
 
Rheumatic fever.   May 1917  
 
Went to German East Africa. 
 
Wounded October 1917.   
 
From 3rd  Gloucester firstly to Kings African 
Rifles. 
 
Secondly to Kings African Rifles Tabora in 
1919. 
 
In British East Africa 
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Private Charles Soul 
 
No picture available  
 
March 1917  4th Labour Company 
 
to France. 
 
In 1919 working in cemetery in Ypres 
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Driver Ernest Soul   48956. 
 

A Battery  N.H.A. 3rd Cavalry Division 
 
Indian Ex. Force. Then in France. 
 
Fell March 22nd 1918 in the great 
retreat. 
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Private Frederick Symonds 23273. 
 

 
5th Battalion Grenadier Guards: 
 
Enlisted April 1915. 
 
April 1916 2nd Company 4th Battalion Grenadier 
Guards, British Expeditionary Force.  
 
Fell at Battle of Somme September 27th 1916 
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Private Philip Symonds 21087 
 

3rd Battalion Wiltshire Regiment, 
 
Enlisted  June 1915 
 
Died at Plymouth March 31st 1917 of spotted 
fever. 
 
Donald Underwood's Uncle. 
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Rifleman Stanley Trowsdale? 6339 
 
Enlisted October 1915 
 
C Company Rifle Brigade 5th Battalion 
 
Enlisted October1915   
 
C Company  Rifle Brigade  
 
Minster?-on-sea 
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Private T Truman  
D Company  9th Glosters,  
 
Balkan Expeditionary Force 
 
Sailed for Salonika November 1916. 
 
In trenches.  
 
In hospital Summer 1917. 
 
Invalided home August 1917.   
 
Gosport 1918 
 
Discharged 1919 
 
Tony Truman's Grandfather 
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Private Riley Wall  74749 
 
Enlisted October 1915 at Sling Camp,  
 
Salisbury Plain F Company R.A.M.C. 
 
Rheumatic fever April 1916.   
 
Attendant September 1916 at Holborn Military 
Hospital at Mitcham then to Blackpool.  
 
On May 28th 1917 crossed to France. 
 
At Rouen Hospital 1918. 
 
Discharged March 1919 
 
Lived at No 34 Ampney Crucis 
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Pioneer Bob White  115507 
 

Enlisted August 1915   
 
4th Labour Battalion R.E. 
 
Went to France 4 days after.   
 
Ill of Rheumatic Fever at Glasgow Hospital six 
months.  
 
Discharged May 30th 1916 
 
Lived at “Chantry”, Butchers Arms Lane (Site of the 
Old Chapel) 
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Gunner Charles Whiteman  38228 
 

Royal Garrison Artillery Ta-Sitch? 
 
Malta Royal Garrison Artillery Ta-Sitch, Malta 
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Private Frank Whiteman  7870 
 
4th Troop B Squadron  5th R.D.G. 
 
In France. 
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Private H Whiteman    
 

 
3rd Battalion Gloucester  Regiment 
 
Died of wounds received in action January  
3rd 1915 in France 
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Private Silas Whiteman  7477 (right) 
 
1st R.D.G. 
 
Fell in action June 2nd 1915 at Ypres. 
 

 

 

 

 

 


