GWSR

For those steam railway and heritage rail enthusiasts, the Gloucestershire Warwickshire
Steam Railway is a 40 min drive from Ampney Crucis. This heritage railway offers one of
the longest standard gauge steam trips in the U.K. It terminates in the beautiful town of
Broadway at the beginning of the old Honeybourne line for which there are plans to
reopen at some future date.

The GWSR is a volunteer operated heritage railway in Gloucestershire and
Worcestershire, offering a round trip of 28 miles. It uses part of the route of the former
GWR main line from Cheltenham to Birmingham which used to run via Stratford on
Avon. It now operates steam and heritage diesel trains between Cheltenham
racecourse and Broadway through some of the most spectacular scenery in the
Cotswolds commanding wonderful views of sleepy hamlets, villages with outstanding
outlook across to the Malvern hills and beyond.

For much more information about this exciting heritage line see: GWSR.com

Midland and South West Junction Railway (MSWIR) known as the Andover to
Andoversford Line.



This is the railway that ran the nearest to Ampney Crucis village and passed through the
Parish on its north western boundary on its journey from Cirencester to Foss Cross rail
station.

During the running period, Cirencester had two railway stations and the Andover to
Andoversford station was Cirencester Watermoor. The station to the north of
Cirencester was Foss cross which still exists today as a platform and derelict booking
office and toilets.

Foss Cross platform 2024 (P Fisher)

The railway was built by MSWIR and in 1923 became part of GWR. It became part of BR
in 1 January 1948 and the last scheduled train ran in 10 September 1961.

The line was very scenic, featuring a long tunnel in Chedworth and used for passengers,
freight and military trains during WW2. Because of its short lengths of rail track (and
therefore the noise the carriage bogies made), the line was known locally as the ‘tiddly
dyke’.
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The line of the track nearest to Ampney Crucis on the A419.
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Ampney Crucis boundary (red) with the MSWIR (blue)




