Ampncy Ml c.1880

Sterry’s Mill for Ampney Crucis website

A mill has reputedly stood at the site of Sterry’s Mill, formerly known as Upper Mill, since the
Doomsday Book (Wiltshire and Gloucestershire Standard article undated). It was in the possession of
the Sterry family (from whence if got its modern name) for more than 100 years and judging by the
date of the adjacent mill cottage, lived in by past millers, the current Mill building probably dates
from 17 Century. The Mill was driven by an old undershot-type water wheel driven by the water of
Ampney Brook. The wheel, which was seven feet in diameter and re-volved eight to nine times a
minute, produced power equivalent to 10 h.p. In the latter stages of its working life (mid 1960s) it
milled barley and a small amount of oats. The meal produced was used for cattle and sheep feed. In
previous decades it ground wheat for flour. Brought into the mill at ground level, the bags of grain
were hoisted to the top floor of the three-storey building, where it was stored in huge bins. From the
storage bins, which held up to ten tons, the grain was fed into a shute leading to the main grinding
stones. Small mills like this, were once an important part of rural community life.

The Mill from 1926-1971 was owned by Nicholas Joseph Beresford Cripps (Ampney Estate). It was
sold by Ampney Estate in 1971 and passed into private hands. Renovations to convert the Mill into a
2 bedroom residence took place during the 1980s by Mr Foot-Foster. During the renovations the old
mill wheel was removed from the interior of the mill buildings and placed against the external south
facing mill wall, where it remains today. Subsequent owners enlarged and extended the building. In
the 2010s it was bought by the then owners of Ampney Park and today is rented out as a family
home.
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