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AMPNEY CRUCIS PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE 
HALL ON THURSDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2025 

 
Present:   Cllrs Jan Mills, Lis Courtown, Jacky Leadbeater, Ross Leadbeater,   
  Nick Wright, and Doug Benham 
Presiding:   Cllr Jan Mills  
Clerk:    Roz Morton 
In attendance: 16 X MOP 
 

No: Item: 

052 25/26 To note apologies for absence 

Cllr Lisa Spivey, Cllr Grimmer. 

053 25/26 To note declarations of interest & gifts or hospitality given or received 

Cllr Mills & Cllr Benham declared a personal interest item 58.7.  

054 25/26 To approve minutes of the meeting held on 11th September 2025 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting held on 11th September were a true and 
accurate record of the meeting. Proposed Cllr Mills seconded Cllr Courtown all in favour.   

055 25/26 Matters arising from the meeting held on 11th September 2025 

• Green spaces submission  - two sites have been submitted for consideration.  

• Village Clear up – The following activities were carried out: Playground cleaned, 
undergrowth cut, Lych Gate touched up, ivy removed from the Wayside Cross & Burial 
ground, bulbs were planted. The Council would like to thank Tony Williams and Gary 
Bates for cutting the new burial ground hedge and also the 13 residents, including four 
Parish Councillors, for helping with the village clear up and thank Tony Williams for 
removing white bags of debris generated during the clear up.  

056 25/26 To receive reports from County and District Councillor 

No report was available.  

057 24/25 To receive questions from the Public  

Questions were raised regarding the position held by the Parish Council on the proposed 
development of 660 houses in Ampney Crucis being consulted on by CDC.  

Cllr Mills explained that the Parish Council would be robustly responding to the consultation 
and rebutting the proposals with pertinent material considerations.  The Council is also 
engaging a planning consultant to draft the PC’s response.  

The Council encouraged all the residents to engage with the consultation and respond as 
individuals.  

A question was raised regarding what happens to the Plan once Gloucestershire becomes a 
Unitary Authority in April 2028. 
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Chris Fleming explained that the new UA takes up the existing plans and has 5 years from 
vesting to create their own geographical plan. Until such time, planning applications are 
decided using the existing planning policies from the former districts. 

The PC was asked why more time had not been allocated at this meeting to discuss the 
Local Plan proposals in this meeting.  Cllr Mills explained that a dedicated public meeting 
had been arranged for Saturday 15th November at 9.30am at which time residents can ask 
CDC Councillors and Officers about the proposals.   

Again, residents were encouraged to engage directly with the consultation and make their 
views known to the District Council.  

058 25/26 Financial & Procedural matters 

58.1 To receive bank reconciliations to end October 2025 

Received without comment.  

58.2 To approve statement of accounts and expenditure for the period 1st April – 31st October 
2025 

It was RESOLVED to approve the statement of accounts as presented. Proposed Cllr R 
Leadbeater, seconded Cllr J Leadbeater, all in favour.  

58.3 To approve payments in the normal course of business  

It was RESOLVED to approve the payments as presented. Proposed Cllr Benham, seconded 
Cllr J Leadbeater, all in favour. 

58.4 To consider and agree to roll the Countrywide contact for grass cutting on to 26/27 on the 
same basis as the current year at a cost of £6985.80 pa 

After a brief discussion it was agreed to obtain additional quotes and bring this item back 
for a decision in January. 

ACTION: Clerk to obtain 3 quotes and add to the Agenda in January for a formal decision.  

58.5 To consider and agree first draft of 2026 – 27 budget 

The budget shows increases in the salary line to reflect the lowering of the employers NI 
threshold in April 2025, and a provision for planning consultancy in 26/27.  Reductions in 
administration costs can be made by no longer using a PO box address and instead using c/o 
Fairford Community Centre.  

The Council agreed to finalise the budget in January once the grass cutting quotes have 
been considered.  The increases in the budget will be reflected in an increase in the overall 
precept.  

ACTION: Clerk to add formal approval of the budget and setting the precept to the 
January Agenda.  

58.6 To receive an update on published Land Registry documents for ACCC and a general 
update on ACCC. 

Cllr Benham updated the Council.  The TR1 form has been signed by all three trustees and 
necessary ID documents obtained. The form is yet to be submitted to the Land Registry, but 
Cllr Benham is assured by the Trustee (N. Tanner) that it will be done soon.  
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58.7 To consider and agree grant requests from Ampney Crucis Cricket Club 

Mr Mike Fielder, Chair ACCC made a presentation to the Council and a request for a grant of 
£6,500 backed up a business plan which was also submitted. Of the £6500, £4,500 is one-off 
capital expenditure.  

 A wide ranging discussion took place. Questions were raised over the legal status of the 
club.  Mr Fielder explained that at the AGM in January, the members would be asked to 
vote on the club becoming a charity. The PC is supportive of this aim.  The Club was asked if 
they had filed a tax return and if the Trustees had paid any business rates. It was not 
possible for those queries to be answered at the meeting. The PC is concerned that until the 
Club has a legal status and until various procedural matters have been properly addressed 
(Land registry documents updated, tax returns filed, business rates paid (if applicable) TRS 
registration filed) it is not able to award a grant as it would not meet a proper test.  

A question was raised regarding the reluctance of the Club to have any Parish Council 
involvement, except to ask for a substantial sum of money (circa £20 per household).  The 
Council, as a corporate body, has offered to be a trustee and the possibility of the current 
Trustees transferring the land to the Parish Council in order that it is then held in perpetuity 
as a village asset, rather than in any individual names was also mooted.  

The Council invited the club to resubmit the application in March (or January if the Club is 
ready), once the above procedural matters have been addressed.  

The Council thanked Mr Fielder and the ACCC Committee for the excellent job they have 
done in getting the club on a more regular footing and for the cricket matches and other 
events that have taken place there.  

58.8 To consider and agree to retain the services of a planning consultant to assist the Council 
with responding to CDC’s Reg 18 consultation (circa £2500).  

It was RESOLVED to engage Chris Fleming (McLoughlin Planning) as a planning consultant to 
draft the PC response to the Reg 18 consultation. Proposed Cllr Wright, seconded Cllr Mills, 
all in favour. 

ACTION: Clerk to send an email of engagement.  

59 25/26 Planning Matters 

59.1 To receive planning decisions: Noted.  

25/02551/COMPLY|Compliance with condition 6 (landscape strategy) of permission 
24/03078/FUL - Variation of condition 2 (Plans) of permission 24/00369/FUL - Erection of 
replacement dwelling, detached garage, swimming pool and associated landscaping 
works|Little Acre Hilcot End Ampney Crucis Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5HG – PERMIT 

25/02330/COMPLY|Compliance with conditions 4 (sample wall panelling), 12 (lighting), 13 
(biodiversity enhancement plan), 14 (surface water drainage), 15 (cycle parking), and 20 
(energy efficiency) of permission 25/00482/FUL - Erection of a self-build dwelling|Red Kite 
Barn Back Lane Ampney Crucis Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5RZ – PERMIT 

25/02512/FUL|Erection of a single storey extension to side elevations, front porch & 
dormer window|Tamarind Ampney Crucis Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5RY – PERMIT 
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25/01884/FUL|Construction of a single dwellinghouse|Land South Of Backs Lane Ampney 
Crucis Gloucestershire - REFUSED 

25/01617/FUL|Erection of a new dwelling|4 London Road Ampney Crucis Cirencester 
Gloucestershire GL7 5RS - PERMIT 

 

59.2 To consider and agree response to the following planning applications: 

25/03285/AGPA|Prior approval for erection of steel portal framed building|Ampney 
Knowle Farm Ampney Knowle Barnsley Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5ED – no comment.  

25/03247/FUL|Erection of a single dwellinghouse|Land South Of Backs Lane Backs Lane 
Ampney Crucis Gloucestershire – no comment.  

 

59.3 To consider and agree response to tree work applications and note decisions: 

25/03165/TCONR|Cherry in front garden - reduce crown all over by up to 1m, and shape 
Beech in front garden - reduce crown all over by up to 2m, and shape 3 x Corsican Pines 
(belonging to neighbours at Wychelm) overhanging northern border wall - request 
permission to remove deadwood and dyeing branches and remove 6 x lowest branches over 
Wigmore Cottage boundary|Wigmore Cottage 10 Ampney Crucis Cirencester 
Gloucestershire GL7 5RY. - No comment.  

25/02814/TCONR|The Cypress, numbered T1, is on the southern boundary of the garden. 
The tree has become too large and we would like to fell the tree|The Paddock Ampney 
Crucis Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5RY – NO OBJECTION 

59.4 To note public meeting to be held on Saturday 15th November at 9.30 – 11.00am with Cllr 
Spivey to discuss the CDC Reg 18 housing allocations including 660 at Ampney Crucis and 
840 (2100) at Driffield. 

Noted.  

60 25/26 Burial ground and Churchyard 

60.1 To receive an update regarding s215 

Cllr Benham updated the Council.  The “topple test” report has been submitted to CDC for 
their consideration.  

61 25/26 Village Matters  

61.1 To receive an update on the parking sign and agree any further actions 

Parking is still a problem in this area despite the sign.  

It was agreed to ask the householder opposite the sign if they would permit the Council to 
put up small “no parking” signs on their wall.  If this is permitted and successful, the larger 
sign can be taken away.  

A new Head Teacher joins the school in January.  At that point the council will request a 
meeting to discuss this issue and ask for help in influencing the school parents to park more 
considerately.  

ACTION: Cllr R Leadbeater to contact the householder. 
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ACTION: Clerk to purchase two signs 

ACTION Clerk to contact the school in January to request a meeting.  

61.2 To consider and agree to update the Community Emergency Plan. 

The plan was updated to include Cllr J Leadbeater as the second point of contact.  

61.3 To consider and agree a response to a request to remove the guard from around the tree on 
the pound triangle as the tree is growing through it.  

It was agreed to carefully remove the guard from this tree and from the one on the school 
triangle.  

ACTION: Cllr R Leadbeater agreed to work with Tony Wiliams to remove the guards.  

62 25/26 To receive correspondence  

62.1 Regular news updates from GCC & CDC 

As circulated.  

62.2 CDC Reg 18 consultation.  

As discussed.  

62.3 Question from resident regarding operating restrictions for Cotswold Reindeer Herd 

It was agreed to submit a planning enforcement query to CDC regarding the businesses 
operating on that site.  

63 25/26 Any other business: to discuss minor matters, not included elsewhere on the agenda, or 
matters received after the publication of the agenda. Not an opportunity for debate and 
decision making. 

A comment was made regarding the fact that there was no information/ contact numbers 
available anywhere regarding the ownership of animals in fields surrounding the village. 
Which could be useful should there ever be an issue associated with said animals. 

The Council agreed to ask for a contact details in the next edition of the Ampney Times. 
That list could then be made available on the website.  

ACTION: Clerk to add to Jan/Feb edition of the AT.  

A question was asked about signs for defibs in the village.  There was a brief discussion and 
it was agreed that there weren’t suitable places to put up signs.  However there is a page on 
the website detailing where the defibs are – this will be updated to include w3w locations.  

ACTION: Clerk to update the website page.  

 The noticeboard at the Cricket Ground has been taken down.  It is very wet and requires 
some refurbishment.  Mrs Jeffries has offered to do some refurbishment on it once it’s 
dried.  Cllr R Leadbeater and Mr Fielder agreed to move the noticeboard to the veranda on 
the cricket pavilion to be dried out.  

The trees at the Wayside Cross are over hanging the road. 

ACTION: Clerk to get quotes for getting them cut back and obtain the necessary planning 
permission.  
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64 25/26 Date and time of next meeting 

Wednesday 21st January @ 7.15pm – NOTE CHANGE TO USUAL DATE 

65  25/26 To agree to exclude the public from the meeting as set out in Section 1 of the Public 
Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960 the public and press should be excluded from 
Item 51where confidential matters are to be discussed. 

Agreed.  

66  25/26 To receive an update on the Basketball Court installation and to agree further actions. 

A report from an independent inspector has been received.  There are several areas that 
require additional work, but all are categorised as low risk.  

ACTION: Clerk to send the report to the contractor for actioning.  

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.15pm.  

 
 


