
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               Ampney Crucis is under threat and needs your help urgently. 

Deadline 2nd January 2026 

You might have heard of the plan to build 660 houses in our village – this is a very real threat 
unless we respond quickly. Please act now. 

What’s happening? 

As part of the Government’s national house building target of 1.5million homes during the life of the current 
parliament, the Cotswold District Council (CDC) has included our village in its draft Local Plan Review as its 
preferred Option 5, which would allow developers to build 660 new houses on fields adjacent to the northern side of 
the main street that runs through our village. If approved, this will increase the size of Ampney Crucis by almost 
300% from 246 currently to 906 homes, destroying the village character and our rural way of life forever. 

Just imagine: the huge increase in traffic, our very narrow quiet lanes turned into busy roads; the permanent loss of 
precious fields, hedges and woodland; the noise and light pollution and an unprecedented strain on the already 
aging and inadequate water and sewerage system.  Plus, this ongoing urbanisation of the villages around Cirencester 
is already putting unsustainable pressures on our local services – healthcare, crime prevention, schools, public 
transport etc.  And it won’t stop there.  

Who are we? 

The Ampney Crucis Residents Action Group (ACRAG) is a group of passionate villagers, working in consultation with 
the Parish Council to support residents as we face this threat together. 

Drawing on the experience of specialist planning consultants and legal experts, we have prepared this guide to help 
you tell CDC what you think about their Proposal.  

We're not against growth - but it must be balanced and sustainable, carefully considered and right for our village and 
our community. 

What You Can Do 

We need as many people as possible to submit strong, evidence-based objections to CDC on its Proposal.  There is 
strength in numbers, and we cannot delay or be complacent.  CDC will only consider comments received by 2 
January 2026. 

Please either write a letter or email to the CDC rather than engage with their complicated on-line platform. We have 
set out on the following pages important guidance that we hope will help you when preparing your response. 

Please help fight this proposal and encourage everybody in your household, young or old to respond!   

YOUR VILLAGE NEEDS YOU!! 



How to write your letter / email 

 

 Read the draft Consultation Document either online at your.cotswold.gov.uk or at Cirencester Library and 
carefully consider which areas of the proposal you wish to comment on. 

 Take a look the Material Considerations Guide and think about which are important to you.   
 When writing your letter or email to the CDC, please begin by clearly stating that your comments pertain to 

the Ampney Crucis site. Additionally, specify which Material Consideration is most relevant to each of your 
remarks.   Remember CDC will ignore any comment that is not deemed a Material Consideration. 

 It is important to use your own words and not copy the same words shown in the Material Considerations 
Guide, as identical comments will carry less credibility.  

 Avoid emotion (e.g. ‘I will lose my loverly view of the fields’), as this will be ignored by CDC. 
 Please do include any evidence that supports your comments for example, photos, videos, even previous 

correspondence flagging problems etc.  Do include personal experiences if applicable, for example any 
accidents, near misses driving, walking or cycling on our narrow lanes etc.  

 Please ensure you send your letter or email in time for CDC to receive it before their deadline of midnight 2 
January.  If you intend to hand-deliver your letter, please note CDC Offices are closed from 12.30 on 24th 
December until the 2nd January!  Allow plenty of time for Christmas postage delays! 

 

We have included an example template overleaf with a suggestion of how you may wish to layout your response.  
Please do use whatever format is best for you, but remember it is essential you clearly state your comments 
relate to the proposed 660 housing development at Ampney Crucis and your remarks must relate to the 
Material Considerations. 

  

Need More Help? 

 
We strongly believe that the Consultation process and information have been designed to appear daunting, to 
discourage you from effectively exercising your right to comment and object. 

 

If you would like more help to write your letter or email, please come along and talk to us. Drop in information and 
support sessions are available in the Village Hall on 11th December 10am to 4pm.     

 

If you need us to, we will also collect and deliver your letters to the Cotswold District Council, just pop along to the 
Village Hall on the 11th or drop them to an ACRAG member (listed overleaf) by Mondy 22nd December.       

 

CDC Events 

 
CDC are also holding in-person events where you can talk to their planning team and ask questions. These are: 

 

 Thursday 11 December – Fairford Community Centre (Farmor Room) 2-7pm 
 Thursday 18 December – Corinium Museum (Winstone Room), Cirencester 2-7pm 

 

 

 



Our GoFundMe Appeal and Community Bank Account 

Please consider if you can oƯer financial support through a donation to our GoFundMe appeal or directly to 
our Community Bank Account. Your donation will help us to: 

 Commission specialist reports, including on planning, heritage, flooding and highways 
 Obtain expert analysis to counter CDC’s Preferred Option 5 
 Fund community awareness work including leaflets, media campaign and public meetings 

This work is intended to strengthen and complement the Parish Council’s own representation 

Visit  https://gofund.me/d901f3a96 to learn more about the fundraising and to donate.  

Every pound you give helps us to protect our village and the open countryside around us. Thankyou. 

The Community Bank Account details are: 

Account Name:                 Ampney Crucis Residents Action Group 

Sort Code:  30-54-66 

Account Number:              64771668 

 

The ACRAG Team.  
If you’d like to talk to us about our campaign, our member details are below otherwise please call Ellen on 07505 
416885 or Doug on 07896 671730. 

 
Doug Crook (Chair) 

Ellen Hopkins (Secretary) 

Sue Napier (Treasurer) 

Dave Hopkins 

Mark Wadland 

Andrew Lazenby 

Sandie Westmacott 

Charlotte Pink 

Anastasia O’Brian 

Chris Fleming 

Kevin Underwood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Example letter/email response template 
 
Dear Sir/Madam  
 
Subject: Comments on the draft Section 18 Local Plan, specifically Ampney Crucis 
 
1. Summary of Comment  
Provide a brief summary in your own words of your position. For example: 
 
I strongly object to the proposed allocation of 660 houses north of Ampney Crucis. The allocation is unsound and 
should be deleted from the emerging Local Plan.  My reasons for this are as follows: 
 
2. Material Considerations and Evidence  
Please refer to the attached Material Considerations Guide.  Select which of these are most important to you and 
write your comments based on this, including any supporting evidence you may have.  Please ensure you write 
which Material Consideration each of your comments relate to. For example: 
 
Settlement Strategy / Proportionality of Growth 
The proposed allocation of 660 houses in Ampney Crucis totally disproportionate to its current size. Other 
settlements could take more modest allocations spread across the district, reducing harm…..etc 
 
Traffic & Highways 
The approach roads and lanes into Ampney Crucis …. etc   
 

3. Requested Change/Alternative  

State what action you would like CDC to take. For example:  

 

For the above reasons I request the Cotswold District Council delete the proposed strategic allocation of 660 homes 
north of Ampney Crucis and instead explore alternative strategic level new settlement locations closer to 
established resilient road and infrastructure networks, for example adjacent to the current A417 “missing link” 
development……etc 

Letters should be sent to: 

Local Plan Consultation 
Planning Policy Team 
Cotswold District Council 
Trinity Road  
Cirencester 
GL7 1PX 
 
All responses must be received by CDC no later than 2 January 2026. 

 

ACRAG are happy to collect your letter and hand deliver it the Council OƯices, or you can drop it in to us at the 
Village Hall on Thursday 11th December.   

  

If you have questions, need help on delivering your letter or have other concerns please call Ellen Hopkins on 07505 
416885 or Doug Crook on 07896 671730. 

Emails should be sent to: 

Local.Plan@cotswold.gov.uk 

 
 

 


