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AMPNEY CRUCIS CRICKET CLUB 

 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
Held at  

AMPNEY CRUCIS VILLAGE HALL 
On 

THURSDAY 29th JANUARY 2026 at 7pm 
 
 

Those present were: 
COMMITTEE: 
Doug Benham (Treasurer); Binna Robinson (Secretary); Heather Jefferies  
MEMBERS 
Linda Benham, Charlie Jefferies, Phil Gearing, Ann Bullock, Marlene Broadhurst, Dave 
Broadhurst, Sandie Westmacott, Gerry Westmacott, Sue Philips, Tony Williams, Dave Mills, 
Adrian Grazebrook, Stephen Lawrence 
NON-MEMBERS 
Charlie Robinson, David Fowles, Ross Leadbeater 
 
1. Welcome and Apologies 
Binna Robinson (Secretary) welcomed everyone to the meeting. 
Binna gave the Chairman’s (Mike Fielder) apologies, explaining that Mike had at very short notice 
had to go into hospital today for an operation on a skiing injury and therefore could not be present.  
Apologies were also received from Nick Tanner, Terry Day, David and Ellen Hopkins 
 
2. Minutes and Matters Arising from the previous AGM 
Binna explained that there are no Minutes or Matters Arising as there has not been an AGM of the 
Cricket Club in its present form. 
 
3. Chair’s Report – presented by Doug Benham on behalf of Mike Fielder 
Since the last match played by ACCC in 2016 Phil Gearing, Tony Williams and Terry Day have all 
contributed to maintaining the ground and equipment to ensure that cricket was played by visiting 
teams, thereby protecting the status of the ground as a cricket pitch and community asset – our 
thanks to them. 
The current Trustees of the land are Nick Tanner, Phil Gearing and Tony Williams. 
In 2025 village support was mobilised to protect the ground and resurrect the Club and thanks 
are given to everyone who got involved and supported re-establishing the Club. 
To build on this the Membership Scheme was launched during the year, with 72 individuals 
becoming members – many thanks to everyone. 
A new Committee was formed in March 2025 at a meeting – Mike Fielder, Doug Benham and Sarah 
James-Sparrow were appointed (to be formally ratified at the AGM). Since then Heather Jefferies 
has been co-opted on to the committee and when Sarah resigned as Secretary, Binna Robinson 
was co-opted to take over from her. 
The aims of the committee are to develop the ACCC, expanding cricket in Ampney Crucis with 
the following objectives: 
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• To ensure the Cricket Ground remains a village and community asset. 
• To maintain the ground and pitches to a high standard  
• Provision of quality Pavilion facilities meeting the needs of teams and players 
• To attract visiting cricket teams to Ampney Crucis 
• To create financial stability through a charging structure/rate card, fundraising and grants 
• The expansion of new recreational activities 
• Build relationships with local cricket clubs 
• Establish positive relationships with local businesses eg: The Crown 
• To be actively involved with the Membership and local community 
• The future establishment of an Ampney Crucis Cricket Team 
 
The Committee currently comprises 4 members, with Mike Fielder also being Fixtures Secretary.  
Ideally we would like to have 5 positions and invitations were invited from anyone who might like 
to join the committee. 
 
Throughout 2025 a number of activities have been taking place to ensure a sound administrative 
footing for ACCC: 
• Setting up a new bank account at Metro Bank 
• An independent review of the Club’s accounts 
• Creation of a Club Constitution, based on the ECB approved format 
The club had been classified as an Unincorporated Association which meant that it did not have 
any legal status and in order to ensure the club was placed on a sound legal basis the Committee 
are in the process of the following: 
Setting up as a Community Amateur Sports Club (CASC) with HMRC which gives the following 
tax relief benefits: 
• Corporation Tax – Exemption on profits up to £50,000 used for qualifying sports purposes, 

property income up to £30,000 and Bank Interest and Gains on qualifying purposes eg: 
promoting sport 

• Gift Aid – Claiming extra money (25%) on eligible donations from individuals and companies 
• Business Rates Relief – Mandatory 80% relief on business rates for property-owning clubs, 

plus potential for further discretionary relief from local authorities.    
• Applying for Grants – from Sports Focused Funders eg: Sport England, Local Authority Sports, 

National Governing bodies – Local Community Grants eg: Parish, District or County Councils, 
Community Foundations – Environment Health and Inclusion Grants. 

 
To establish ACCC as an Incorporated Company Limited by Liability 
An application to set up this company has been filed for the incorporation of the new company 
AMPNEY CRUCIS CRICKET CLUB LTD and we are expecting confirmation of this company being 
registered in the very near future.  (Note: the new Company was Registered on 30 January 2026) 
This means ACCC will now become a separate legal entity from its members 
A key benefit is to protect members from any financial losses sustained.  Each member’s 
guarantee will be limited to £1 
 
Key Events in 2025 
Other achievements in 2025 were: 
• At the conclusion of the season a team of volunteers, advised and helped by Charlie Robinson, 

carried out a comprehensive upgrade to the playing surface including scarifying, loaming and 
fertilising treatment and seeding.  Anyone visiting the pitch now will see the positive results of 
this work which will be good for the 2026 season. 

• Thanks to Charlie for his advice and help. 
• A further team of volunteers have carried out some excellent work to upgrade the pavilion in 

terms of painting, renovations, making the steps safe, tidying up the kitchen and plumbing 
works – we cannot thank them enough for what they have done to make the pavilion more 
hospitable and for their on-going efforts, including post-match cleaning. 
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• A total of 11 cricket matches were arranged during the year for visiting teams, including 
Poulton, Kempsford, Swindon Nomads, Siddington and Charlton Kings.   

• The first ACCC match since 2016 was played against the Old Pilotonians, comprising a team 
from the village and complemented by a team of volunteers providing an excellent ‘Cricket 
Tea’. 

• A Car Boot Sale was undertaken jointly with the Village Hall Committee. 
• A Kids’ Softball Day was held which proved very popular and was enjoyed by everyone. 
• A number of events (Menu Tastings, Quiz Night etc) were hosted by The Crown to raise money 

for ACCC, with a payment of £1,350 being received.   A big thank you to The Crown 
 
In summary, 2025 has been a very successful year from a standing start and the Club has 
achieved a great deal to re-establish itself in Ampney Crucis and provide a strong foundation for 
future growth. 
 
4. Treasurer’s Report – given by Doug Benham (Treasurer)   
Initially in 2025 the ACCC financial accounts were operated through an account at Lloyds Bank – 
the Committee immediately asked Bridget Lazenby to review the Financial Statements for 2023 – 
25 and she produced a Summary Analysis.  Thank you Bridget for doing this. 
A key priority for the Committee was to close the Lloyds account and open a new bank account 
which was duly set up at Metro Bank which had an opening balance of £2,058.53 on 8 May 2025 
(transferred from Lloyds). The Lloyds bank account has now been closed. 
The first few months of 2025 was therefore a transition period from Lloyds to Metro and in terms 
of setting up new financial best practices. 
The Committee took immediate action to identify ways of raising funds to provide money to invest 
in improvements to the Ground and Pavilion – this is explained later. 
The situation today is that ACCC has a bank balance in the Metro account of £1,455.43.  The 
reality is that although generating a lot of income we have also incurred substantial expenditure.   
In summary, the Club has achieved a great deal with the funds that have been available and the 
attached explains the key items of income and expenditure during the year.  
 
In summary, as at 29 January 2026: 
 
Opening Balance   £2,058.53 
Income     £4,583.20 
Expenditure    £5,186.30  
CURRENT BANK BALANCE  £1,455.43 
 
 5. Appointment of Independent Examiner of the Accounts 
The financial year will be 1 April to 31 March 
As a result, our accounts will need to be reviewed for the period 1 April 2025 to 31 March 2026 
and we propose to seek members’ backing to appoint Bridget Lazenby to do this. 
We also need to appoint, at this AGM, someone to review the accounts for 2026 – 27 and I propose 
to seek your agreement to appoint Bridget Lazenby to do this. 
 
Binna invited members to vote on the acceptance of the Treasurer’s Report. 
Attendees were reminded that only members could vote. 
 
Votes For Accepting the Treasurer’s Report        Votes for: 12 VOTES      AGAINST  0 VOTES      
 
To approve the appointment of Bridget Lazenby to review the accounts. 

   Votes For: 12 VOTES      AGAINST  0 VOTES 
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6. Election of Officers and Committee Members 
Binna reported that all 4 current officers have agreed to continue in their roles – the original 
committee had been appointed at a Village Meeting in March 2026 with a view to this being 
formalised at the AGM. 
No further nominations for committee have been received and Binna invited anyone interested in 
joining the committee to speak to her post the meeting.  
 
Binna invited members to vote on appointing the committee 
             Votes For:  12 VOTES     AGAINST  0 VOTES 
The Committee was duly re-appointed. 
 
 7. Membership Subscriptions 
Members were invited to vote on the proposed subscriptions for 2026/27 season 
       Adults Membership     £10.00 
       12 – 18 year olds     £5.00 
              Votes for:  12 VOTES    AGAINST  0 VOTES 
 
8.  Constitutional Changes 
Doug explained that when the Committee was first formed a key task carried out was the 
preparation of ACCC Constitution.  This sets out how an organisation exists and operates  
effectively being a Rule Book that explains who you are, what you do and how decisions are made. 
The Constitution states: the purpose of the organisation, defines Membership, how the 
organisation is run, how decisions are made, rules for money and assets, how disputes are 
handled and what happens if the organisation closes. 
The Constitution is based on the English Cricket Board (ECB) Draft Constitution for Cricket Clubs 
The document was validated by Nick Tanner (Trustee and Solicitor) and approved by the ACCC 
Committee on 3 December 2025. 
 
Application to establish a CASC 
ACCC submitted an application to HMRC to become a CASC (explained earlier) in December 
2025 which included submitting a copy of our Constitution.   
A reply was received from HMRC on 27 January 2026.  They requested some changes to our 
Constitution as follows, details of which have been made available to members: 
Section 4: delete clause 4.7 which enables the Club to make grants and loans which would mean 
we would breach the non-profit making element of the CASC concept. 
Alternative wording was proposed by HMRC 
Section 14.3.1: which deleted existing clauses regarding what happens in the event of the 
dissolution of the Club, with regard to the disposal of assets.  A new clause was proposed by 
HMRC in place of the existing clauses.   
These changes were referred to Nick Tanner (Trustee) who advised that the changes were not 
material and so could be incorporated and approved, subject to a vote by members  
        
The letter from HMRC required that the revised Constitution should be agreed by members and a 
copy of the Minutes submitted to them along with the updated document.   
The Committee recommends that the updated Constitution should be approved by members. 
 
Accordingly, members were invited to approve the updated constitution. 
This was proposed by Linda Benham, and seconded by Sandie Westmacott  
 
             Votes for    12  Votes Against   0 
 
The proposal being carried, the Committee will re-submit the application to HMRC for 
Registration as a CASC, providing the required information.  
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9.  Plans for 2026 – presented by Doug on behalf of Mike 
Plans and initiatives for 2026 are as follows: 
• Fundraising to enable further improvements to the ground and pavilion and to purchase 

equipment, particularly a new mower.  The new legal status of ACCC will now enable us to 
apply for grants. 

• A Business Plan has been developed for improvements we would like to make during the year 
to the ground and pavilion with implementation being dependent on funds but some works 
will be carried out cost-effectively through donations and volunteers. 

• We will seek to build on our existing membership base.   We will be inviting our existing 
members to renew their membership from 1 April 2026 and will be maintaining the existing fee 
of £10 for 2026/27, with 12–18 year olds being charged £5 for the year.  At the time of invitation 
to renew membership we will be hoping to offer a series of benefits to members. 

• As we progress planned improvements to the Ground and Pavilion during the year we would 
welcome any offers of support and help from members with these works. 

• A key priority will be to attract teams to play cricket at the ground over the year. 
• An exciting development is that ACCC has entered into a Licence Agreement with Kempsford 

CC which allows them to use the ACCC cricket ground as their home ground for all their 9 
league matches in 2026.  Any further use of the ground by KCC (training, extra matches) will 
incur the statutory charge as detailed in the Booking Form Terms and Conditions.  This has 
provided ACCC with a guaranteed income upfront, which will boost any money made from ad 
hoc cricket and ground bookings.  Kempsford CC members have also agreed to help with the 
maintenance and preparation of the grounds. 

• Other fixtures are now being arranged including discussions with Siddington CC for a series of 
mid-week games and to promote the availability of the ground. 

• Matches involving an ACCC village team will be arranged over the year involving Cowley CC, 
Old Pilotonians CC, Adlestrop CC (through Ampney Park) and others 

• Other events –  
• Weddings and parking (2) 
• The Crown – discussions are taking place to identify commercial opportunities 
• Car Boot Sales with the Village Hall Committee – 2 may be held in May and August 
• Autumn Fundraiser – details to be confirmed 
• Petanque Club will continue to play at the ground throughout the summer 
• Opportunities to attract other sports and recreational activities will be sought 

  
In summary, 2026 will give us the opportunity to build on the achievements in 2025 to further 
establish the Club.  The expansion of fixtures is very positive but the achievement of our overall 
objectives largely depend on the success of fundraising which will be a key priority. 
Everyone was thanked for their support 
 
10. Any Other Business 
Heather invited questions from the floor: 
• Phil Gearing offered congratulations on the new Cotswold stone wall, which is a great asset to 

the whole village – this had been funded by The Kingsleys and letters of thanks and 
appreciation had been sent to them by both the Club and the Trustees. 

• Sandie Westmacott asked what match fees Kempsford CC would be paying?  Doug confirmed 
that they are being charged the full match fee rates.   

• Sandie Westmacott asked about the ACCC team – whether this would be a scratch team or 
what the plan was – the meeting was informed that Mike would be putting together a squad, 
along the lines of the 2025 squad, with interested parties invited to take part.  

• David Fowles asked whether he could join the Club at this stage in the year and he agreed to 
talk to the Treasurer post meeting. 

• Phil Gearing pointed out that he felt that Castle Water had been overcharging the Club for the 
water used – Doug informed the meeting that the water charges have been the subject of a 
formal complaint which is on-going – Phil then informed the meeting that Thames Water had 
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been in touch with him with a view to inspecting the meter but he had no idea if this had been 
done – Doug confirmed that this was all part of the complaint and that he would pursue this 
with Castle Water.  Doug confirmed that he has been submitting monthly meter readings since 
the problems became apparent and that he would continue to do this to establish the actual 
water used. 

• Phil Gearing also said that he had received a bill from the electricity provider  (British Gas)  – 
Doug said that he would look into this as all bills are meant to be being sent to him as the 
Treasurer but thanked Phil for informing him of this.  

• Linda Benham thanked Charlie Robinson, on behalf of everyone, for all his input and advice 
over the last year to help get the pitch into much better shape and confirmed that it is now 
looking impressive.  Thanks accepted gracefully by Charlie. 

• Adrian Grazebrook offered thanks, on behalf of the membership, to the Committee for all their 
hard work and commitment to the Club and getting it to the recognisable and viable state that 
it is now in – thanks duly acknowledged by the Committee. 

 
11. Date of the Next AGM 
A provisional date has been set for the next AGM of Thursday 29th April 2027, to be confirmed. 
 
12. Close of the Meeting  
The meeting was closed at 7.50pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ACCC Financial Accounts Breakdown 
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ACCC ACCOUNTS SUMMARY 2025/26   

31/3/25 to 29/1/26 £ 

Opening Balance 2,058.53 

Total 2,058.53 

  

INCOME   

Membership 700.00 

Donations 630.00 

Plant, Jam, Marmalade Sales 1,276.50 

Cricket Match Fees 830.00 

Teas August Event  231.60 

Car Boot Sale 298.50 

Car Parking Fees 395.00 

Miscellaneous 221.60 

Total 4,583.20 

  

EXPENDITURE   

Working Cash 11.29 

Grass Cutting 1,119.60 

Roller/Tractor Repairs 367.56 

Water 673.49 

Electricity 206.28 

Insurance 729.66 

Purchases 880.85 

Pitch Preparation 889.77 

Pavilion Benches 265.80 

Bank Charges Lloyds 17.00 

Gloucester Federation 25.00 

Total 5,186.30 

  

METRO BANK BALANCE   

Income & Expenditure 1,455.43 

Bank Balance 1,455.43 
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