THE ROBERT PLEYDELL EDUCATIONAL CHARITY

REPORT TO AMPNEY CRUCIS ANNUAL PARISH MEETING – MAY 2026
CURRENT TRUSTEES
Howard Beddoe – appointed by the Governors of Ampney Crucis C of E School

Douglas Benham - appointed by Ampney Crucis Parochial Church Council

Chris Davies – appointed by the Governors of Ampney Crucis C of E School

Neil Holt – appointed by Ampney Crucis Parochial Church Council (Chair)
Mrs Jan Mills – appointed by Ampney Crucis Parish Council 

Shaun Parsons – appointed by the Local Education Authority
The ex-officio trustee position designated to be held by the incumbent Rector is currently vacant, following the retirement of the Rev’d Canon John Swanton on 3th April 2025. His replacement has yet to be appointed. 
The aims and organisation of the Charity are defined in the Trust Deed dated 19 December 1977 as amended in April 2002. 
ACTIVITY FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2025
Income from investments:

During 2025, the Charity received investment income as follows: 

M&G Charibond 

£     118.34   
(2024 - £   446.05)

M&G Charifund 

£  8,319.36   
(2024 - £7,300.24)

Total investment income:
£  8,437.70
(2024 - £7,746.29)
Expenditure:
The Trust Deed allows for three principal categories of expenditure:

· Funding expenses incurred in managing the Charity. No expenses were claimed by Trustees in 2024.

· Providing support to Ampney Crucis C of E School towards essential maintenance of the school and provision of special benefits not normally provided by the Local Education Authority. 
In December 2025, the Charity made a grant of £5,000 to the School from investment income.
· Providing support to students in Further or Higher Education who are under 25 years old and are, or whose parents are resident in Ampney Crucis. During 2025, nine eligible students were granted a record £300 each to be applied towards costs incurred in following their studies. 
Other expenditure:

Reinvestment of £1,000 in the M&G Charifund from the Charity’s 2025 investment income. As background to this, the Charity applied to the Charity Commission in 2017 for permission to withdraw £10,000 from its funds invested with M&G Charities to help the village school fund a new classroom.

The Charity Commission exceptionally permitted that withdrawal on the basis that the withdrawn £10,000 would be replaced over a period of 10 years. The 2025 payment of £1,000 represents year 8 of that 10 year commitment.

After payment of the student and school grants plus the £1,000 replacement payment as above, the charity entered 2026 with an available credit balance of £28.13.
I would like to record the Charity’s appreciation of the support given in 2023, 2024 and 2025 by The Crown at Ampney Brook who provided printed colour posters for display around the village advertising the availability of grants and encouraging local students to apply.
I have attached a brief summary of the Charity’s background and activities.

The trustees promote and welcome applications from eligible students seeking grants in the 2026 year. Enquiries should be addressed to me at holt.neil@btinternet.com.
Neil Holt

Chair, Board of Trustees, March 2026
THE ROBERT PLEYDELL EDUCATIONAL CHARITY

The Lord of the Manor of Ampney Crucis in 1722 was Robert Pleydell.

In 1793 he gifted to the village land and buildings that became the Ampney Crucis Charity School and the Teacher’s House.

In 1863, supervision of the Charity passed to the Charity Commissioners – the current trustees are still accountable to the Charity Commission. The current trust deed was established in 1977, amended in 2002 and is the document by which the trustees are all bound.

In 1979, the trustees agreed to sell ‘The Teacher’s House’ (now ‘The Old School House’), which was part of the originally gifted site. The remainder of the gifted land is the site of the village primary school and remains in the Charity’s ownership. 

The proceeds from the sale of the ‘The Teacher’s House’ were invested and the investment income is paid into the Charity’s bank account for distribution at the discretion of the trustees in accordance with the provisions of the trust deed.

The distribution split of the income between young, eligible applicants and the school is at the discretion of the trustees. The trust deed defines the purposes for which the investment income may be awarded to the school and individuals, including those going into apprenticeships, further or higher education or facing essential costs of starting work. 

The Charity’s land and invested funds may not be disposed of without the specific permission of the Charity Commission. 

The Robert Pleydell Educational Charity is governed by seven trustees who reflect its local background and priorities.

Six trustees are nominated by four separate bodies: the Parochial Church Council (2), Ampney Crucis School (2), the Parish Council (1) and Gloucestershire County Council (1). The final trustee is Ex-Officio and is the incumbent Vicar or Rector of Ampney Crucis (position currently vacant). 

Each trustee is appointed for an initial term of four years, which is renewable at expiry. Subject to their continuing eligibility, there is no maximum number of terms a trustee may serve. 

As an indication of the activities of the Charity, in the 16 years between 2010 and 2025 (inclusive), it awarded grants totalling £20,875 to 111 individuals and £87,750 to the school. 

The Charity welcomes applications from eligible young individuals. 

Each summer, we advertise across the village for applications, which have a deadline of 31st August. Details are posted on The Village Network, in The Ampney Times and on village noticeboards. 

Neil Holt

Chair, Board of Trustees,

The Robert Pleydell Educational Charity

