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The 2025/2026 council year has been one of the most significant in recent times for Cotswold District Council, marked by major organisational change, the development of a new Local Plan, and far‑reaching national proposals for Local Government Reorganisation.
It has been a privilege to serve residents throughout this period of change, ensuring that the interests of our rural communities are fully represented as the Council responds to both local priorities and national policy challenges.

Representing the Ampneys & Hampton
Throughout 2025/2026, I have continued to act as a clear and accessible point of contact for residents, working closely with parish councils, council officers, and fellow councillors.
My work has included:
· Responding to residents on planning applications, enforcement issues, environmental concerns, and council services
· Supporting parish councils in understanding and engaging with district‑level decision making
· Raising ward‑specific issues through council meetings, briefings, and direct engagement with portfolio holders
Ensuring rural voices are heard remains one of my key priorities, especially with so much change happening.

Major Council Projects Progressed in 2025/2026
Bringing Services Back In‑House: Transition from Publica
One of the most important pieces of work undertaken by Cotswold District Council this year has been the continuation of the transfer of services and staff back from Publica into direct council control.
Following an independent review and extensive work by members and officers, the Council progressed a phased transition programme during 2024/25 and 2025/26. As a result:
· A significant number of staff were TUPE‑transferred back to Cotswold District Council
· Locally focused services, including planning, community development, and property‑related functions, are now delivered more directly by the Council
· The aim has been to improve accountability, responsiveness, and local control, while strengthening the Council’s long‑term resilience
I have supported this work as a necessary step to ensure services are shaped around local needs, delivered efficiently, and clearly accountable to residents.

The Local Plan Review – A Major Focus for 2025/2026
Work on the Cotswold District Local Plan Review (to 2043) has dominated much of the Council’s agenda this year and will continue until the end of this year when it is hoped that the new plan will be ready for submission to the Planning Inspectorate.
The new Local Plan is being developed in response to:
· A more than doubling of the Government‑imposed housing target for the district
· The need to protect nationally important landscapes while still planning positively for housing, jobs, and infrastructure
For the Ampneys and Hampton ward, this matters because the Local Plan:
· Sets the framework for where development may be considered and where it should be resisted
· Influences how small rural villages are treated within district‑wide growth strategies
· Strengthens the importance of infrastructure, environmental protection, and settlement character
· But most significantly, it has seen a totally disproportionate number of houses allocated to this area. I vehemently oppose this and have made it very clear that just because 84% of the district is in a protected landscape, that deos not mena the other 16% should bear the burden of delivering the housing target. I have said repeatedly that we should not lose our rural characteristics to appease government and will continue to do so.
To that end, throughout 2025/2026 I have:
· Scrutinised emerging Local Plan options with particular attention to rural impacts and cumulative development
· Raised concerns about development pressure on smaller villages with limited services and infrastructure
· Encouraged residents and parish councils to engage with the Regulation 18 public consultation, ensuring local views are formally recorded
While housing need is a real challenge, I continue to argue that growth in rural wards must be proportionate, sustainable, and sensitive to village character.

Planning and Development
Planning remains one of the most frequent issues raised by residents.
Over the past year I have:
· Supported residents in understanding planning processes and timescales
· Ensured parish and resident comments were properly conveyed to planning officers
· Pressed for appropriate planning conditions and mitigation where development is approved
National planning rules continue to limit local discretion, but I remain committed to pushing for fair, transparent decisions rooted in local context.

Local Government Reorganisation (LGR)
A major strategic issue emerging during 2025/2026 has been Local Government Reorganisation, following the Government’s Devolution White Paper.
Cotswold District Council has worked with other Gloucestershire authorities on proposals to:
· Replace the current two‑tier county and district system
· Create new unitary authorities delivering all local government services
During this year:
· The Council unanimously supported submitting a proposal for a single unitary authority for Gloucestershire, while acknowledging alternative options
· Public consultation on reorganisation proposals has been led by Government during early 2026
While the final decision rests with Ministers, I have stressed the importance of:
· Protecting strong local representation
· Ensuring rural communities are not disadvantaged in any new structure
· Maintaining close links with parish and town councils
This is a once‑in‑a‑generation change, and I will continue to keep residents informed as proposals develop.

Key Challenges
Financial Pressures
Cotswold District Council continues to operate in a challenging financial environment. Rising costs and long‑term funding uncertainty remain a concern.
I have supported:
· Open, evidence‑based decision making
· A careful approach to savings that considers rural impacts
· Protecting frontline services wherever possible

Environmental and Climate Pressures
Climate change is increasingly affecting rural areas through flooding risk, extreme weather, and pressure on the natural environment.
I have supported practical environmental policies that balance ambition with affordability and deliver real benefits for communities.
I continue in my campaign to hold Thames Water to account and to put pressure on them to deliver on teh promised upgrade to the Ampney St Peter Sewage Treatement Works. 

Looking Ahead to 2026/2027
In the year ahead, my priorities remain:
· Continuing to protect the character and sustainability of the Ampneys and Hampton
· Active involvement in the next stages of the Local Plan
· Ensuring residents’ voices are heard during Local Government Reorganisation
· Remaining accessible, responsive, and engaged as your local councillor
Thank you to all residents, parish councillors, and community volunteers who have taken the time to engage over the past year. Your involvement strengthens local decision‑making, and I look forward to continuing our work together.


