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Letter from Ampney
Crucis Parish Council

Welcome to this September/October edition of The Ampney
Times.

The exceptionally hot and dry summer shows little sign of
abating and parched landscapes abound throughout the
Parish and surrounding areas. The hosepipe ban has only
added to the difficulties in managing our gardens.

The Parish Council (PC) is pleased that its persistence has
paid off and that both the Cricket Field and Woodland next to
the Cricket Field have been nominated to go forward in the
Local Plan 2026-2043 for Local Green Space Designation.
Hopefully this will enable parishioners and others to enjoy
this open space for years to come. Thank you to everyone
who contributed to this endeavour by sharing their
experiences of the importance of this land to the local

community. Thanks should also go to the PC Clerk for her

work on this over a long period of time. Contents:

And so to planning matters..... The PC welcomes the
publication of the area conservation appraisal for Ampney
Crucis, this is now available to view online at ampneycrucis- Harnhill Tug o War: pg 3
pc.gov.uk. At an extraordinary Meeting of the PC on the 24" Parish News: pg 4-6

July, it was agreed that a planning consultant should be W I: pg 7

engaged to respond to the Regulation 19 consultation. It was Ampney Crucis school:pg 8
decided that Bell Cornwell would be instructed. The PCis ACRAG: pg 9-10

aware that the Residents’ Action Group (RAG) has also
instructed a planning consultant to respond to the Ampney Flix: pg 11
consultation but has been advised that two independent Bingo Night: pg 12
reports would carry more weight than one. The PCis very Cricket Club: pg13-14
grateful to the RAG for their comprehensive update included Gardening Club: pg 14-15
in this edition of the Ampney Times.

A warm welcome to the two new Parish Councillors,
Anastasia O’Brien and David Hopkins.

Farewell and many thanks to Nick Wright. Nick was a
valuable member of the Parish Council for many years. His
input will be hugely missed and we wish him and Helen the
best of luck in their new home.

Best wishes

Ampney Crucis Parish Council

A

Photo by Lis Courtown

Bell ringing news: pg 2
Communit-tea: pg 2

Village Hall: pg 11

Useful contact info: pg 16



Community news

Double First for Ampney Crucis
Bellringers!

Cirencester Branch of the Gloucester & Bristol Diocesan
Association of Church Bell Ringers held its annual Striking
Competition on 10 June at Meysey Hampton. Seven teams
took part in ringing, a quiz and refreshments!

For the first time since 2011 (when Chedworth won), the
Cirencester band failed to win - by % fault! Ampney Crucis will
now represent the Branch in the Association competition in
April 2027, competing against bands from each of the eleven
other Branches.

Ampney Crucis band also won the “say what you see” quiz!

he Ampney Crucis band with the two judges

Community-Tea IS Returning

We shall be back in the Village Hall in October on the
first Tuesday 2.00 - 4.00pm as usual.

Please come and join us for Cake, Sausage Rolls and
Tea/Coffee.

Thank you for your support and help to run this monthly
get together. It's always a joy to see you all. Please get

in touch if you'd like to help out.

Michelle, Linda and Chris

Keep up to Oate
with Ampney
Crucis Parish
Council news

Visit our website for the
latest news, Minutes &
meeting information.
Ampney Crucis Parish
Council,

PO Box 366,

Fairford,

GL7 9LX

Tel: 01285 283220

If you would like to
contact us then please
email:

clerk@ampneycrucis.org.uk
or call 01285 283220

You can visit our website:
www.ampneycrucis.org.uk

NEXT MEETINGS

The next Council

Meetings will be on
Thursday 10*" September
and 12™ November at
7.15pm in Ampney Crucis
Village Hall.
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Driffielo § Harnhill

Ten tug-of-war teams took part in this year‘s competition at the
annual Driffield and Harnhill BBQ and Tug-of-War.

Crowds lined up to cheer teams from local businesses, Young
Farmers and surrounding villages . The BBQ and bar were kept
very busy and the Human Fruit Machine ‘whirred’ in the
background. Village life in full force.

2026 winners : Terry & Team fro Ampney Crcis

The PCC of Driffield & Harnhill would like to thank all who
supported us as we raised a record breaking £3634 with 100% of
the proceeds going to the upkeep of our two beautiful village
churches.

Put the date in your diary & join us next year on:
Friday 2nd July 2027

driffieldtow@gmail.com

[.ocal Parish
Covuncil contact

Oefails

Ampney St Peter Parish
Meeting
ampneystpeter@gmail.com

Driffield & Harnhill Parish
Council

Roz Morton
dhparishclerk@googlemail.com
www.driffieldandharnhill.org.
uk

Ampney St Mary Parish
Meeting

Eric Partington

01285 850131
ampneystmary@gmail.com
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News from Ampney Churches
Church Services for September § October

10.00am
10.00am

Sunday 6" September

Wednesday 9" September 12 noon

Sunday 13" September 10.00am
11.00am
Sunday 20'" September  10.00am
10:00am
Sunday 27" September 10.00am
10:00am
Sunday 4" October 10.00am
10:00am
10:00am
Sunday 11*" October ~ 10.00am
10:00am

Wednesday 14" October 12 noon

Sunday 18" October 10.00am
10:00am

Sunday 25" October  10.00am
10:00am

Harnhill
Down Ampney

Poulton

Harnhill
Down Ampney

Harnhill
Ampney Crucis

Harnhill
Poulton

Harnhill
Down Ampney

Poulton

Harnhill
Driffield

Poulton

Harnhill
Ampney Crucis

Harnhill
Poulton

Word and Worship
Parish Communion

Communion followed by light lunch

Word and Worship
ARNHEM memorial
Service

Word and Worship
Parish Communion

Word and Worship
Parish Communion

Word and Worship
Harvest Festival +
Parish Communion
Family service for ALL
Word and Worship
Harvest Festival +
Parish Communion

Communion followed by light
lunch

Word and Worship
Parish Communion

Word and Worship
Parish Communion
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News from Ampney Churches

Dear Friends and Neighbours,

As | write this to you, we are in the middle of yet another heat wave and yes our gardens are
suffering greatly. As the grass slowly turns to white | am reminded of how as a country we were
always seen as a magnet for beautiful gardens and green green grass. There has been much
excitement during the summer, with the FIFA world cup ( will we won’t we win the cup ) and of
course the tennis; then the rugby as well as the cricket and Commonwealth games; maybe you
have enjoyed BBQs in the garden, or sharing a glass or two of “something” with friends or just
visiting. The ups and downs of life as in contrast, we remember the turbulent world in which we
are currently living in - from the war in Iran, the dreadful conflict in Ukraine as well as the
incredible suffering and food shortage both in Sudan and Palestine. Even with the seemingly
unrelentless cycle of conflict within these headlines, it is important for us to pause and reflect
that every person matters and every life has value.

There is perhaps a glimmer of an update with our plight for a new Vicar. Believe it or not but
there are plans afoot from the Diocese about helping us whilst we continue with our quest; |
feel that to list the variety of proposals under discussion is not much use but would rather wait
until matters are a little clearer before sharing a final draft with you. 1 of the main reasons the
Diocese has stated our role is “House for Duty” Priest is due to the number of residents living
here? This is now very much under discussion as we believe the Diocese is using incorrect
information/stats??? Meanwhile the advert will appear again in the Church Times in
September so we wait and pray that we will have some interest.

| thought you may be interested to know more about the role of our Youth Worker, Chris
Saunders? Maybe you did not know the role existed or maybe wonder how the role integrates
across the South Cotswold Team Ministry. This is a synopsis of Chris’ work for the calendar year
ending 2025

Schools work It is a privilege to have access to all 9 primary schools in the South Cotswold
Team and support the pupils and staff in sharing the Christian message through word and
action. In most of the smaller schools there is an established pattern of collective worship where
| visit at least once per term. Last year | delivered 4 weekly lunchtime clubs in 3 different schools
as well as a regular contribution of class assemblies for y6s at all but the very smallest schools.
Both Ampney Crucis and Down Ampney were well served as the y6s considered topics such as
aims, our worth, bullying and making friends in preparation for moving schools. The y6
commitment was intensified everywhere during the summer term as the school emphasis
shifted towards school transition. | was able distribute over 160 copies of the excellent SU
publication, It’s Your Move, to help pupils consider the big step to secondary school. The new
head teacher at Farmors has shown a positive interest in the clubs having attended and
questioned the pupils on the appeal. The lunchtime clubs there have again been well attended
with around 30 attending Cookie Jar each week this year after another ‘strong year’ last time
and around 12 ‘ever presents’ at Big Fish with a similar number making a fairly frequent
appearance. Since January 2026, the (y11) pupils have requested, advertised and organised
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a Youth Alpha course which has been a very positive step of ‘school acceptance’. | have
supported these efforts (Big Fish pupils making up a good number of the 15-20 attendees)
and already a few pupils have attended our evening youth groups as a direct result of
positive conversations!

With a great deal of local support | was again able to provide over a dozen Christmas food
hampers and gifts to needy families (Farmors school-identified). Support in providing the
‘personal touch’ came via The Bull Hotel (Fairford), a Farmors School tutor group, a parent
previously supported plus a Lions Club donation. In addition this year, | added 4 extra
hampers for families identified by the head teachers at two primary schools. Hopefully, this
took a little pressure off those with financial hardships and allowed ‘the church’ to be seen
as a positive, visible presence in a very practical and relevant way.

Sunday services | endeavour to regularly visit churches from across the team, supporting
clergy and updating congregations on our youth work through sharing encouragements,
prayer needs and vision for the future. In addition, | take the opportunity to preach, lead
prayers and chat to interested parties wherever possible. Once a month, I’'m also
committed to co-lead the Grid group in Lechlade where the youth of our team gather for
bible study and discussion. Similarly | have supported the informal ‘Gathering’ at Poulton
on a monthly basis and have provided a short thought designed to engage all ages.
Poulton youth work Again the Little Saints Holiday Club took place in the early days of
the summer break with a full capacity attendance of children. We ran a programme of
games and craft alongside some thought-provoking talks on the topic of courage via OT
characters and challenged the young people to apply these sessions in everyday life.
Other youth work  For 2026 we look forward to holiday clubs at Poulton, Lechlade ( 24
to 26 August ) and possibly Fairford along with a Thirst/Quench residential ( 26 to 27
September ) in Macaroni woods. While the search continues for more volunteers to
support our work, | would like to close with a huge thank you to those volunteers who do
give their time so sacrificially to stand alongside me in body and prayer to support and
nurture these young lives. Together we lift them to the Lord who we trust will continue the
good and lasting work in their hearts and minds.

Chris Saunders, February 2026. ( abridged)

As summer ebbs to a close and the nights begin to draw in, we look forward to the
beautiful colours of autumn, praying the harvest yield will be enough to feed us, the new
school year and to have the courage to face any challenges whatever they may be.

Love Sue. Churchwarden Driffield and Harnhill ( resident of Ampney Crucis )

From the Register:

June

Weddings  Ampney Crucis Adam Williams and Kate Brown
July

Baptism Driffield Lucinda Grace Hurter
Weddings  Ampney Crucis Adam Fogg and Amber Smith

Matt Reeves and Rebecca Lewis
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Ampney Crucis WI

Ampney Crucis WI met at the Ivy Church for their July
meeting.

Anne Bridges, the President, gave members a brief history of
the Church, picking up on some interesting and historic details.
When the Black Death struck the village around 1350 the
population was evacuated, resettling on higher ground over a
mile away. The Church fell into decay and became covered

in ivy which was cleared in 1913, hence it was known as The
Ilvy Church. Anne continued with other interesting facts as we
walked around inside and outside the church, while paying our
respects to friends and relatives buried there.

After the visit we gathered at the Cricket pavilion for a
delicious afternoon tea and time to chat and enjoy the lovely
surrounding and glorious weather.

Fairford Group meeting. Thursday 10" September. 2.30 pm in
the Hall. Hostesses Ampney Crucis members. Speaker Kay
Grey. The Gloucestershire calico dress A social afternoon with
members from Lechlade and Fairford. Raffle.

Thursday 24" September - Members meeting. To be run by
Tracey and Jodie

Thursday 22" October - Make and Take for Christmas with
Karen Holland.
Doors open at 7.00pm ready for a 7.30pm start.

In August, Mrs Kitty Gaden celebrated her 99t birthday. Kitty
has been a loyal member of our institute since 1962, being
President for many of these years. Originally based at Brookfield
Farm just outside Ampney moving to the village when she and
Gerald retired. Kitty was known for entering WI flower
arranging competitions within the County. Her talent was
noticed and Gloucester Cathedral Flower Guild asked her to join
the team, which she thoroughly enjoyed. For years she ‘did’ the
flowers in the Ivy Church, weddings and harvest festivals a
speciality. Kitty still makes sure her age isn’t a barrier. She
attends weekly art classes; our monthly meetings and extra
coffee get togethers. To this day, members enjoy Kitty’s
homemade shortbread, a batch doesn’t last long! Roll on the
100%™ celebrations!

Defibrillators
locations

Ampney Crucis now has 4
24hour accessible
defibrillators at the
following locations:
Village Hall.
The Primary School.
Opposite Dudley
Farm.
Hilcot End.
The cabinets are not locked.

We are always looking for
more volunteers to do
weekly and monthly checks
on the defibs —it’s very
simple, but very necessary!
Thank you to all of our
volunteers who help to keep
the village safe by checking
these vital assets.

Do get in touch if you think
you could help, just a few
times a year would be a
great help.
clerk@ampneycrucis.org.uk
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Ampney Crucis C of € Primary School

The Summer Term has been another busy and memorable one at Ampney Crucis C of E
Primary School, with pupils embracing a wide range of exciting learning opportunities,
performances and community events as we worked together to "live, learn and flourish".
Across the term, children have enjoyed enriching experiences both in and beyond the
classroom. Pupils in Willow, Chestnut and Oak classes welcomed animal management
students and lecturers from Cirencester College, who brought a fascinating collection of
invertebrates for the children to meet and handle. The visit sparked curiosity and
enthusiasm for the natural world and gave pupils a memorable hands-on learning
experience.

culpture Show, where they explored
the artworks and gardens while taking part in creative challenges linked to the sculptures
on display.
The end of the year was marked by a spectacular performance from our Year 5 and 6
pupils. Oak Class took to the stage with their production of Cinderella & Rockerfella,
delivering confident acting, enthusiastic singing and plenty of memorable moments. The
show was a wonderful celebration of the children's talents and hard work, and we were
incredibly proud of every performer.
We are also fortunate to benefit from the incredible support of our PTA - Friends of
Ampney Crucis. Throughout the year they have organised a range of successful fundraising
events, culminating in a fantastic Summer Fete. Thanks to the generosity of families and
the wider community, funds raised will help provide exciting opportunities and
educational experiences for our pupils, including class trips for every year group during
the coming academic year.
As we look ahead, we are pleased to be welcoming prospective families to visit our school.
Our Reception Open Mornings for children due to start school in September 2027 will
take place on:

e Thursday 8" October, 9:30am to 11:30am,

e Wednesday 14" October, 3:30pm to 6:30pm

e Tuesday 3™ November, 9:30am to 11:30am,

e Thursday 5" November, 9:30am to 11:30am
Families will have the opportunity to tour the school, meet staff and experience the warm
and nurturing environment that makes Ampney Crucis such a special place to learn. Visits
typically last 20 to 30 minutes and can be booked through the school office.
Following the summer break, we look forward to another exciting year ahead at Ampney
Crucis C of E Primary School.

B
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Upoate from Ampney Crucis
ResiOents Action Group

The Conservation Area Character Appraisal (CACA) has now been completed and
submitted to Cotswold District Council (CDC). Together with the supporting Annex
proposing changes to the Conservation Area boundary, it is now available for residents to
view on the village website. While not yet formally adopted by CDC, the appraisal
provides a robust, evidence-based evaluation of the village's character and heritage. We
will continue to ensure that its findings and recommendations are properly considered in
the Regulation 19 Local Plan stages and all future planning decisions affecting Ampney
Crucis.

Where are we now?

CDC is currently progressing through the final stages of governance before publishing the
proposed Regulation 19 Local Plan for public consultation on 24" August 2026.

To prepare for this stage, the RAG has reviewed nearly 7,000 pages of planning
documents and supporting evidence. From our analysis, it remains clear that following
the Regulation 18 consultation, Ampney Crucis continues to be considered as a potential
location for a strategic housing allocation.

Based on the information available to date, Ampney Crucis does not currently appear to
be included within the proposed strategic site allocations for the Regulation 19 Plan.
However, this position could still change as the process continues. The RAG and the
Parish Council will therefore continue to monitor all updates carefully and review any
new reports as soon as they are released.

Residents should also be aware that several of the CDC assessments contained within the
Reg 19 documentation pack, including those relating to infrastructure requirements and
associated costs, continue to model a strategic development within the village. This
highlights how vulnerable our position remains and why ongoing vigilance is essential.

The Local Plan process is expected to move to examination by an independent Planning
Inspector in December 2026. The Inspector will make modifications to ensure the Plan is
“sound”. Cotswold District Council are then expecting to formally adopt the Local Plan in
March 2028.

What happens next?
Both the RAG and the Parish Council have appointed specialist planning consultants to
support our response to the Regulation 19 Local Plan when it is published on 24™ August.

As we did during Regulation 18, we will continue to help residents understand the
proposals, identify the issues that matter most to the village, and explain how individuals
can make effective Regulation 19 representations. It is important to understand that
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these representations do not result in CDC changing the Local Plan. Instead, they are
submitted to the independent Planning Inspector, who will consider them when assessing
the Plan and making recommendations it is therefore vital that we present as many strong,
evidence-based arguments as possible to ensure the concerns of our community are fully
taken into account.

We will need to commission further specialist advice to prepare appropriate evidence to
continue to reinforce the exclusion of Ampney Crucis from the Local Plan. This work is
currently being costed and further details will be shared as this develops.

However, we anticipate that this will be costly and would therefore like to remind residents
that our GoFundMe page remains active. Donations are greatly appreciated and details can
be found on the RAG section of the Village website.

The challenge ahead

The documents reviewed so far indicate that Crucis Park Farm remains committed to
developing land to the north of the village. Working with Savills, proposals are progressing
for a substantial new development of approximately 400-600 homes, together with a
school, community facilities and a new access road.

This means that even if Ampney Crucis is ultimately excluded from the final strategic
allocations and ultimately the adopted Local Plan, we should still expect separate planning
applications to come forward. It is therefore important that we recognise a simple reality
that this is not the end of the campaign. As Winston Churchill famously observed, "This is
not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the end of the
beginning."

The passion, commitment and expertise shown by residents over the past months have
already made a significant difference. Together, we have scrutinised complex evidence,
challenged assumptions and ensured that the voice of our community has been heard.
However, the work is far from over. Success will depend upon continued engagement,
determination and unity across our community. Residents will play a vital role by
participating in consultations, submitting representations where appropriate and, where
possible, supporting the specialist work needed to protect the future of our village. We
appreciate there is an extremely large set of complex documentation to absorb but the
RAG, the Parish Council and our specialist advisers are here to help.

We know Ampney Crucis is a unique and special place - preserving its character, heritage
and identity for future generations remains at the heart of everything we do. With your
continued support, we will be ready for the challenges ahead and ensure that our
community's interests continue to be strongly represented.

With thanks,
The Residents Action Group
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Village Hall Ampney

On July 7™, our Playgroup/Mother and Toddler group closed FliX
its doors. We are really sad about this. Lots of you will have
enjoyed many sessions with your little ones in the Hall over
the years. Traditionally a volunteer would offer to be in
charge for a couple of years and then pass on to another but
unfortunately none of the current Mums felt able to take it
on. So, for the moment, the little chairs have been put in the
storeroom and most of the toys taken away.

June and July were
particularly warm.... it’s
not often too much heat is
an issue in the Hall!!
However, keeping the
curtains closed in the

daytime worked wonders!
We are now getting quotes to redecorate the entrance hall

and lay new carpet tiles. If we can afford it we would also Next dates Wednesday
like to replace the heavy wooden hatch with a metal roller 23" September and
shutter. When this is done, we will start an advertising Wednesday 28" October.
campaign to highlight what we can offer and hopefully
attract new custom.

As villagers, you can already access reduced hourly rates to
hire the hall. Don’t forget we also hire out tables, chairs,
glasses, china etc.

No need to drive into town. Perhaps you could recommend
us to others!!

Prompt start at 7.30pm.

Refreshments at Interval.

We welcome suggestions
for film titles you would
like to see and happy to
loan any dvd’s you may
have missed.

On 14th November we are repeating our very successful
social evening with Bingo and a fish and chip supper. Do
book tickets and help us raise money to get the Hall ready
for new customers.

Ampney Times incl. Parish News Sept — Oct 2026



12

Autumn Secial Evening

Saturday 14™ November 7.00pm, Ampney Crucis Village Hall
Fish/sausage and chip supper, sweet treat and a book of Bingo cards.

Tickets £15.00 as last year!!

Licensed BAR selling wine, beer and soft drinks
Raffle. Money Flyer.
Lots of fun, bring your friends!
Tickets in advance from Michelle 07912230021

More details Anne bridgesae@aol.com

Proceeds to Village Hall Refurbishment Fund.

“Music for Strings.and Harpsich
FreesentryConcert followed-by-Tea and Cake
Retiring collection for charities -
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Ampney Crucis Cricket Club

Review of the Season to Date

We have had a total of 17 games played at our Ground to date which has been great.
Kempsford have played 9 games with other clubs including: Tamil Nadhu, Beehive, and
Siddington. An Ampney Crucis team has also played 2 games against Old Pilotonians
and Cowley and while we did not win they were both enjoyable occasions. The season
will continue until mid-September. Unfortunately, we have had to cancel 7 matches
that had been arranged due mainly to weather and some teams struggling to raise a
team. In summary, we are very pleased with the usage of the Cricket Field this year.

We have also used the Ground for a Rounders game and Mini-Golf and the WI held a
meeting of members in the Pavilion. The many weddings being held in the Church this
year has also resulted in a number of bookings being made to use the parking area.

A date to look out for will be a ‘Kids Softball Match’ in September 2026 following on
from the success of one held in 2025. The date will be published in the very near
future.

The Weather

A big challenge we have faced has been the impact of the weather on pitch
preparation. We faced it being too wet at the beginning of the season to being too hot
and dry in July. Thanks to Charlie Robinson, who has carried out work to ensure we
have been able to play cricket, and to volunteers from 'The Grounds Team’ who have
helped to carry out the work. ‘The Pavilion Team’ have also worked hard to ensure the
Pavilion offers teams a quality facility which they have all acknowledged. We also
purchased a Pitch Cover but since we bought it we have only used it once !!!

CDC Local Green Space Evidence Paper - July 2026

CDC Local Green Space (LGS) allocations are a planning designation designed to protect
green areas of particular importance to local communities. It offers sites that are
important to a local community with special protections against development. Once
designated, development restrictions that apply to Green Belt also apply to LGS.

The above report nominated sites that will go forward in the Local Plan 2026-2043 for
Local Green Space Designation. This included The Ampney Crucis Cricket Field and
Woodland next to the Cricket Field. This is seen as a positive development initiated by
the Parish Council.

Kempsford Cricket Club

As you may know we have an agreement with Kempsford CC to play all their League
games at Ampney Crucis and the arrangement is working well. They are in
Gloucestershire Cricket League Division 9D and to date they are second in the League.
They have played14 games and have won 8. Jack Smart has been their star batsman
scoring 415 runs with a highest score of 160. The top bowler in terms of wickets taken
has been Joe Hale with 28. They are doing very well and we hope that playing at
Ampney Crucis has played a small part.
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The Cricket Ground

You may have noticed that a section of wire fencing around the Ground (bordering the
fields) has been replaced with wooden fencing so that now there is matching fencing all
around the Cricket Field which looks absolutely great and has added a lot. This has been
entirely due to the generosity of Anthony and Sophie Kingsley and we wish to pass on a
very big thank you to them. The work was carried out by Mark Binder and his team.

Fundraising

We are continuously looking to identify ways of improving our financial situation to
provide funds to invest in improving the ground and its facilities. Look out for a
fundraising event early in 2027.

ACCC Membership

In April, we invited our existing ACCC members to renew their membership for 2026/27
and we have been delighted with the response To date we have a total of 56 members
of the ACCC, which includes some new members, and we are very grateful for their
support. We will be updating members further very soon.

Thanks for your support

Mike Fielder
Chair

The Ampneys Gardening Club

. Qi R0y MG o e s B,
July should be the pk summer IOHh focusd on minerané, regular watering,

harvesting bountiful crops, and succession sowing fast-growing vegetables for autumn’
The above quote is what should be happening in our gardens ,but the reality has been
very different. July 2026 was the driest for England and Wales since records began.
England recorded just 6.5mm of rainfall and Wales had 9.3mm, both less than half of the
previous records. The dry conditions have been accompanied by exceptional heat across
much of the UK. It was the second warmest July for the UK as a whole. The month was
also the UK's sunniest July on record. Together with the hosepipe ban, this has been one
of the most challenging periods ever for gardeners so we hope you have managed to
have some success.
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Gardening Club Visit to Blunsden Open Gardens - 28 June 2026

A small group of members visited Blunsden to view their open gardens event which was very
enjoyable. There were 13 gardens open to visit and whilst we did not see all of them we saw
quite a few as well as looking at the village. All the gardens we saw had something of interest
but the one that stood out was ‘The Retreat’. It was described as a half-acre, semi-hidden
garden gem which includes a 150-year old grapevine, mature gardens, raised flowerbeds, a
small orchard and an old planted conservatory. A visit like this has to finish with tea and cake
in the Village Hall and the range of cakes on offer was really amazing,

Gardening Club visit to RHS Badminton Flower Show — 9 July 2026

This is regarded as one of the premier shows of the year and was located at Badminton this
year instead of Hampton Court. It was not clear how many members attended the event as it
was so crowded that meeting up proved challenging. The other key feature of the day was the
weather which was extremely hot and sunny. Our group decided to go early and arrived as it
opened and so we took the chance to see a huge range of plants, products, gardens, shops and
exhibits before it got too crowded and hot. What we saw was amazing with everything you
need for successful gardening.

Membership
| am very pleased to say that we now have a total of 55 members of the Gardening Club which
has exceeded last years total. Thank you for your support.

Future Events

Summer Social - Thursday 20 August 2026

For members, this promises to be a ‘must attend event’ and will be special this year. Sadly, the
July weather will prevent us meeting up to view selected member gardens. All the action will
therefore be in the Village Hall. Apart from food and refreshments, there will be a quiz, raffle,
summer flowers competition and a fascinating presentation by Beth Bruce Gardner titled
‘Flowers from the Garden’ which will include demonstrations and buttonhole making. We
hope as many members as possible will attend.

Gardening Club Meeting — 17t September 2026
SAVE THE DATE — the next meeting will include a talk by Mike Simmonds titled ‘The Honey
Bee and The Gardener’. Sounds really interesting.

Thanks for your support

Barbara
Chair
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Useful contact Oetails

acvillagehallbookings@gmail.com

Village Hall Mark Gluning 07922036826
Anne Bridges 01285 652471
Social Bridge Carol Thompson
AC Cricket Doug Benham 07920 010372
Club Mike Fielder 07968 565482
Wi Anne Bridges 01285 652471
Gardening Barbara Fullick 07960 113752
Club Doug Benham 07920 010372
Yoga Daria 07732 529297
Yoga Rosanna Armitage 07773 474717
Adult Ballet  Jenny Gaden 07713 044702
Pilates Jenny Gaden 07713 044702
Petanque Liz Anderson 07891525166

Village Marquee Hire: Rosanna Armitage

Village Network

bridgesae@aol.com
carol@richardandcarol.net

doug@dougbenham.com
miketfielder@yahoo.co.uk

bridgesae@aol.com

fullick.ba@gmail.com

lammenowyoga@hotmail.com

purplejenll@hotmail.co.uk
purplejenll@hotmail.co.uk

rosannaarmitage@gmail.com

Keep up to date with village events and important notices by subscribing to the

Village Network, otherwise known as Psst!
Simply email psst@ampneycrucis.org.uk

The Ampney Crucis village WhatsApp group is used as a village information exchange

group for sharing info and news.

If you want to join, please WhatsApp Jennie Haden on 07884118050 asking to be

added to the group.

edition.

Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this edition of The Ampney Times.
If anyone would like to contribute to future editions, please email Roz Morton at
clerk@ampneycrucis.org.uk. Copy to be received by 5% October for Nov/Dec

Contributions and photos are welcome and are included at the Editors discretion.
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