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AMPNEY CRUCIS PARISH COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE 
HALL ON THURSDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2026 

Present:   Cllrs Anastasia O’Brien,  Lis Courtown, Jacky Leadbeater, Ross Leadbeater,   
  Clint Grimmer, Doug Benham and David Hopkins 
Presiding:   Cllr Ross Leadbeater.  
Clerk:    Roz Morton 
In attendance: Cllr Spivey (part) 8 x MOP 
 

No: Item: 

062 26/27 To elect a Chair for the meeting 

Cllr R Leadbeater was elected as Chair for this meeting.  Proposed Cllr J Leadbeater, seconded 
Cllr Courtown, all in favour.  

063 26/27 To note apologies for absence 

None 

064 26/27 To note declarations of interest & gifts or hospitality given or rec’d 

None 

065 26/27 To approve minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 13th August 2026 
It was RESOLVED that the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held on 13th August 2026 
were a true and accurate record of the meeting. Proposed Cllr R Leadbeater seconded Cllr J 
Leadbeater all in favour.   

066 26/27 Matters arising from the meeting held on 13th August 2026 

1. Update on GRCC Emergency Plan meeting – still waiting to agree a date 

ACTION: Cllrs to advise Clerk of their availability for a  meeting on 11th November.  

2. Update on CACA publication and CDC 

Cllr O’Brien circulated a draft response to CDC outlining the mismatch between 
national policy and their initial rebuff.  The Council thanked her for the letter and 
agreed to send it. 

ACTION: Clerk to send the agreed final version of the letter.  

067 26/27 To receive reports from County and District Councillors 
Cllr Spivey reported on the following: 
She commended the work that ACRAG has done to defend AC against the allocation in the 
local plan but reiterated that although the allocation is not currently in the Plan, it may still 
come forward during the examination process and so urged residents to continue the work 
to evidence that it is not a suitable site.  
Questions were raised reading the incongruity of the AC site scoring highly in both 
landscape and heritage matters but being only marginally omitted, when other sites that 
scored lower are totally omitted.  
Discussion took place. 
Cllr Spivey agreed to follow up the following requests: 
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• To discuss the CACA submitted by the Council to CDC (see item 066 26/27 2) with 
the relevant officers 

• To consider reigniting the “save our Cotswolds” campaign that gained media traction 
during the Reg 18 consultation.  

ACTION: Cllr Spivey to report back to the Council. 

 
GCC – Government has paused the LGR plans for Gloucestershire to allow for a rapid review 
of the processes to ensure that the process is legally compliant.  
Budgets will be affected by the changes and there is a lack of clarity around the timing of 
any future restarting of the LGR /Unitary process.  
 

068 26/27 To receive questions from the Public  
The Council was asked to consider engaging the existing grass cutting contractor to cut back 
the hedge on Pig Lane. The hedge is on highway land. 

ACTION: Council will consider the request and get a quote for cutting it back. 
ACTION: Clerk to add to November Agenda for agreement.  

 The Council was asked to consider funding “public engagement” – in particular printing 
costs incurred by ACRAG – as part of the Reg 19 response from the village. 
Costs of circa £750 have already been committed.  
The Council agreed in principle to a budget of £2000 including the £750 for the newsletter 
and Corex boards.  

ACTION: Clerk to add to November Agenda for formal, retrospective, agreement.  

 

069 26/27 Financial matters 

69.1 To receive bank reconciliations to end August 2026 

Noted without comment.  

69.2 To approve statement of accounts and expenditure for the period 1st July – 31st August 

It was RESOLVED to approve the statement as presented, proposed Cllr Benham, seconded 
Cllr O’Brien, all in favour.  

69.3 To approve payments in the normal course of business  

It was RESOLVED to approve the payments as presented, proposed Cllr J Leadbeater, 
seconded Cllr Benham, all in favour. 

69.4 To consider and agree insurance quote for 2026 – 2027 

Quotes were received from Hiscox & Zurich.  It was RESOLVED to stay with Zurich Insurance.  
Proposed Cllr Benham, seconded Cllr Courtown, all in favour. 

ACTION: Clerk to confirm with Zurich and add to the September pay schedule.  

69.5 To note the conclusion of Audit and to agree to publish the notice of Conclusion of Audit 
on the website. 

The Clerk reported that the audit was concluded with no matters raised by the auditor. 
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It was agreed to publish the notice of conclusion on the website. Proposed Cllr Benham, 
seconded Cllr J Leadbeater, all in favour. 

ACTION: Clerk to publish the Notice on the website.  

070 26/27 Planning Matters 

70.1 To receive planning decisions: Noted without comment.  

26/01970/FUL|Variation of conditions 2 (Approved plans) and 6 (Timber windows and 
doors) of permission 25/01617/FUL - Erection of a new dwelling|4 London Road Ampney 
Crucis Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5RS – PERMIT 

26/01249/COMPLY|Compliance with condition 3 (sample materials) of permission 
26/00153/FUL - Erection of single storey rear extension, detached car port, open porch and 
garage conversion with associated works|Tamarind Ampney Crucis Cirencester 
Gloucestershire GL7 5RY – PERMIT 

26/01659/COMPLY|Compliance with conditions 3 (CEMP) and 5 (30 year management 
plan) of permission 25/01951/FUL - Construction of an outdoor riding arena and associated 
landscaping works to include on-site BNG|Talland School Of Equitation Ampney Knowle 
Barnsley Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5FD – PERMIT 

26/01664/CONBGP|Compliance with Biodiversity Net Gain details required by permission 
25/01951/FUL - Construction of an outdoor riding arena and associated landscaping works 
to include on-site BNG|Talland School Of Equitation Ampney Knowle Barnsley Cirencester 
Gloucestershire GL7 5FD – PERMIT 

26/00685/FUL|Erection of agricultural building. Demolition of existing Dutch barn|Land At 
Waterton Farm Ampney Crucis Gloucestershire – WITHDRAWN 

26/01918/COMPLY|Compliance with Conditions 3 (Sample materials), 4 (Sample walling 
panel), 9 (Cast iron goods), 18 (CEMP-B), 20 (Biodiversity enhancement) and 21 (External 
lighting) of permission 25/01617/FUL Erection of a new dwelling|4 London Road Ampney 
Crucis Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5RS - PERMIT 

70.2 To consider and agree response to the following planning applications: 

26/02316/OUT|Outline planning application (some matters reserved) for the erection of 9 
dwellings|Land Parcel West Of Allotment Lane Ampney Crucis Gloucestershire GL7 5SA 

Cllr O’Brien circulated a draft objection.  The Council agreed some minor additions to it and 
thanks Cllr O’Brien for an excellent submission.  

It was resolved to submit the objection. 

ACTION: Clerk to submit the final objection.  

6/02348/AGFO Prior notification for the construction of an agricultural building, Land At 
Grid Reference 407605 202995 Ampney Crucis Gloucestershire – Decision published: 
notification not required.  

70.3 To consider and agree response to tree work applications and note decisions: noted 
without comment.  
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26/02026/TCONR|T1 Sycamore Remove T2 Willow Pollard T3 Poplar Remove T5 Ash 
Remove T7 Neighbours Willow Pollard some of the lower branches over clients side|4 
London Road Ampney Crucis Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5RS – NO OBJECTION 

26/02035/TCONR|A1 Fraxinus, to be felled, largely dead BI Robinia, to be felled, too close 
to the house and roots encroaching on the foundations C1 Salix, partly broken bough to be 
removed| The Paddock Ampney Crucis Cirencester Gloucestershire GL7 5RY – NO 
OBJECTION 

70.4 To receive an update from planning consultant regarding Local Plan Reg 19 representation 
and to agree any actions.  

Cllrs Hopkins, R Leadbeater & O’Brien met with the planning consultant on site and toured 
the village.  He advised that there is still a high risk that the site could be drawn back into 
the Plan.  The strategy is to show that the land should be categorised as red, not amber, and 
therefore rendered as unsuitable for development.  

All the evidence gathered by ACRAG has been sent to the consultant.  We are awaiting a 
draft document. 

Due to the time constraints of the consultation, it was RESOLVED that Cllrs Hopkins & 
O’Brien plus one other (tbc) have delegated authority to agree the final submission to be 
sent to the consultation via Teams on 30th September. Proposed Cllr R Leadbeater, 
seconded Cllr Hopkins, all in favour.  

ACTION: Clerk to send out Teams invitation  

ACTION: Cllr O’Brien to circulate the draft report once received, for all Councillors to 
comment on prior to the final submission.  

70.5 To consider and agree to commission a traffic and transport assessment and to agree the 
scope of the report. 

The Clerk reported that she had contacted three companies – but that none were able to 
offer the type of report required.  The scope is too nebulous without a defined application 
to hook it on to.  

Cllr O’Brien has sent a brief to another potential supplier, but received a similar response.  
The Council agreed to defer this until such time as it is required for a specific planning 
application.  

71 26/27 Burial ground and Churchyard 

71.1 To receive an update on the damaged headstones and agree any actions. 

A quote has been received to fix and make safe the five damaged headstones on the burial 
ground.  It was resolved to undertake the work on four stones. Proposed Cllr R Leadbeater, 
seconded Cllr O’Brien, all in favour. The fifth (Symonds) will be fixed by the surviving family 

ACTION: Clerk to engage James Long Masons.  

ACTION: Clerk to add revising the burial ground regulations to the November Agenda 

 The wall to the right of the entrance is damaged and may be structurally unsound.  Cllr R 
Leadbeater has arranged to meet with a Dry Stone Waller to look at the wall and agree a 
quote should any work be required to make it safe.  
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ACTION: clerk check whether works to the burial ground wall and to headstones is 
covered by our insurance.  

72 26/27 Village Matters  

72.1 To receive an update on VAS installation 

The Clerk met the contractor on site.  The pole will be installed on 2nd October.  

Post meeting note: The VAS has a 12 week lead-time – the poles will be installed and an 
order placed for the VAS.  

72.2 To consider and agree arrangements for Remembrance Sunday and to order the wreath. 

Cllr Benham has made suitable arrangements with the Church, the Army and the pub. He 
will be getting speakers for the service to improve the sound. 

It will be necessary to have traffic control at The Pound to direct cars away from the war 
memorial.  

ACTION: Clerk to order the wreath. 

72.3 Update on village clear up (10th Oct 2026) 

Mr Williams has kindly agreed to supply bags and take way any rubbish.  

Cllrs J & R Leadbeater & Hopkins are available on the day to help and to allocate jobs. 

Cllrs Grimmer & Courtown will oversee the work required to the wayside cross and war 
memorial areas.  

Cllr J Leadbeater will send out a list of jobs that need to be done on Psst & on the village 
WhatsApp. Including but not limited to: cleaning the play equipment, cutting the hedges in 
the burial ground and play ground, digging out ditches, clearing ivy, litter picking.  

72.4 To consider and agree to get the basketball court mended and to appoint a contractor.  

Two quotes have been received, £450 and £500.  

Given the small area of damage and the likelihood of the whole surface having to be 
replaced at some point, Cllr R Leadbeater suggested that he would carry out a repair to see 
if that would suffice in the short-term.  

The Council agreed to Cllr R Leadbeater carrying out a repair.  

73 26/27 To receive correspondence  

73.1 Regular news updates from GCC & CDC – sent by email.  

74 26/27 Any other business: to discuss minor matters, not included elsewhere on the agenda, or 
matters received after the publication of the agenda. Not an opportunity for debate and 
decision making. 

Cllr Grimmer noted that the tree at the Wayside Cross is looking decidedly unhealthy and 
may be a danger. It was agreed to get a professional opinion and to carry out any necessary 
works. 

ACTION: Clerk to contact tree surgeon and to report back to Council.  

Cllr R Leadbeater reported that the sign is still missing on Allotment Lane. 
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ACTION: Clerk to chase Highways for the missing 30mp sign on Allotment Lane 

The clerk reported that she has emailed CDC regarding ACPC taking on the car park in the 
village.  No response has been received to date. 

ACTION: Clerk to chase CDC for a  reply. 

75 26/27 Date and time of next meeting 

12th November 2026 @ 7.15pm 

76 26/27 To agree to exclude the public from the meeting as set out in Section 1 of the Public 
Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960 the public and press should be excluded from 
Item 77 where confidential matters are to be discussed. 

Agreed.  

77 26/27 To consider and agree to implement Clerks salary increase as per Local Government 
services pay agreement 2026-7. 

The Council RESOLVED to implement the pay increase and back date it to April. 

Proposed Cllr J Leadbeater, seconded Cllr Courtown, all in favour. 

 

 

There being no further business, the meeting closed at 21.40 


